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be most unwise to make a distinction between
a naturelised British subject and other sub-
$'ets. The bon. member is tackling a much
bigger proposition than he seems to think.
Re is practically saying that the naturalised
British subject is not a real Britisber.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move an amend-

meait-
That in Subelause 3 after ''hotel license

or"' the word "respectively" be added.
Anmendment put and passed; the clause, as

amended, agreed to.

Clause 10-Amendment of Section 5 of Act
No. I of 1917:

The MINISTR FOE EDUCATION: I
move ain amendment-

That in line 1 ''Licensing Act Amend-
mnent Act, 1917" be struck out and the
words ''Sale of Liquor and Tobacco Act
1910'' inserted in lieu.

The amendment is merely to correct an error.
My attention was drawn to the matter by
'Mr. Kirwan. The Royal Commission mad.-
reference to Section 5 of the Licensing
Act Amendment Act, 1917. Thiere is no Sec-
tion 5 in that Act. The retference should
hare hoen to Section 5 of the Sale of Liquor
and Tobacco Act 1916. Hence the amiend-
nient.

Hion, J1. CORNELL: flow will the amend-
nment conforim to the Title? The Bill pro-
rides that the Licensing Act is to be amended
by the Bill and now it is proposed to amend
thie Sale of Liquor and Tobacco Act, 1916.

Hon. J1. Nicholson: It is a licensing matter.
Ron. A. LOVEI(IN: There are other mat-

tcrs dealt wvith in the Bill to which the samne
exceeption may he taken. I hare an amend-
ment to 'roposa later on, to add to the Title
''and certain Acts relative thereto."

Amiendmient put and passed.

lion; A. BURVILL: I snove an amend-
merit-

That in lines 2 and 3 of Sulwlause 4 ''an
Ammstrnlian wine'' be struck out and the
word ''a'' be itwertcd.

I considler that if we are to provide for th3
ren-oxal ot partitions from Au,tralian wie
shops'. th - saine provision should aiply to
any liar roomsq. The claure traN itnserted in
another lace, and if such a provision is to
renain in th:' Bill it should apply to all bar
ro::i :!,0 not h:' confined to wine shops. If
it i.4 -e-sarY to hare fsaicit ards 'against
rPtildlr lLO!az in tI'oat- jdaees whIo should Pnt
he tisoro or against pieople under age being

1 %lith tiliJ1nor, the rMo1val1 of' p.artitions
fronm all lavrs will unsist in that elite-ton.

Thep' MINISTERl FOR EDUCATION: The
elauso~ was. intentdet to flop~y t3 wine 0shops
ned now it is suggestefi that it shall1 apply to
all live-cneq where titr'r i-i a bar. For mny
pairt. I t'nnnot sece any objection to partitions9
in bars.

Ron, A. Burvill: There should be the Same
objection to partitions in bars aS there is to
wine shops.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATIONX: The
objection regarding ;vitte shops is that girls
may be taken there.

Hon. A. LOVE-KIN: In rb-sr of the emend-
mieat already agreed to, can the firtister say
whether the subelauses have anuy relation to
the Sale of Liquor and Tobacco Act, 1916,
seeing that these clauses are supposed to
amend the Licensing Act?

Progress reported.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
'Message fromn the Lien t-Governnr receive d

and read notifying assent tc. the following
Bills:-

1, Attorney General (Vacancy in Office).
0, Geraldton Racecourse.

3, Wy' aleatehens-Mornt MAarshall Railway
(Exteasien No. 2).

BI LL-AGRIC'UlL R'AT, SEEDS.
Re.-cierl from the Assembly and read a

first time.

IIILL-NUESEs REGI'STRATION ACT
AMENDMNENTT.

Returned fronm thme Assenthly without
anaeninent.

Tnoese adjouirned at 10,51 p.m.
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ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Lieutenant-Governor re-

ceived and read notifying assent to the tol-
lowing Bills:-

1, Attorney General (Vacancy in office).
2, Geraldton Racecourse.
S. Wyalcatcheni.Mfount. Marshall1 Railway

(Extension No. 2);

QUESTION-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE,
LOANS, RET URN.

Hon. 'M. F. TROY (without notice) asked
the. Premier: Wvhen can the House expect
the return of leans for the assistance of in-
dustries, for which I moved on the 5th
October?

The PREMIER. replied: I will endeavour
to get the information for the hon. member
to-morrow.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1, Agricultural Seeds.

Transmitted to the Council.
2, Nurses'I Registration Act Amendment.

Passed.

BILLS (2)-R.EPORT STAGE.
1, Dog Act Amendment.
2, Pennling Act Amendment.

Reports of Committee adopted.

BILL-WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BANK
ACT AMEND-MENT (PRIVATE).

Report of Select Committee.
On motion by Hon. T. Walker, report of

select committee adopted.

B] LL-AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AME'NDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 9th November.

Ilon. Mf. P. TROY (Mont Magnet)
r[4-40]. The Bill liberalises the bank and
will be of distinct advantage to those who
are struggling in their early stages of land
development. 'Under the existing Act the
borroner front the Agricultural Bank starts
repayment of principal after five years. The
Bill provides that repayment shall not start
until after 10 years. Th my opinion the 10
years represent a very liberal proposition.
Those who kaow anything about land settle-
mvent are aware that five years after a man has
started to develop his property is just when
he is in greatest.- difficulty. In the wheat
belt 10 years must elalyse before a man gets
anything like a return. It might take even
nmore iii the South-West. I know of settlers
who have been harassed by reason of having

to make repayment of principal after the
first five years. On the other hand, I must
say for the bank that, although they may
"-rite for repayment, and evenx press for it,
they have nover taken action against a Bot-
tler who is paying up his interest Still, it
is not fair that that should continue in-
definitely, because the State must hare its
Mioney back sooner or later. Sometimes a
farmer in a position to repay the amount
does not repay it, because he borrowed it at
5 per cent., and is not anxious to pay it back
arid have to borrow further money at 6 per
cent. or S per cent. However, after 10 years
the State is entitled to receive back some of
its money, in order that the money might
be invested in the development of other
lands.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If the farmer is not on
his feet after 10 years, he neover will be.

Hon. 1WN. F. TROY: Still, if be can show
reason why hae should not begin his repay-
meat after 10 years, I na sure the bank
would not deal harshly with him. Betneen
1910 and 1918 the associated banks entered
upon a scheme to get the farmers to dis-
charge their liabilities to the Agricultuiral
Bank and plaee their business in the hands
of the associated banks.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: They made a drive.
H~on. Mf. F. TROY: They certainly car-

ried on a very active canvass amongst the
farmers, miany of whom were induced to f all
in with tire proposal. Within a short time
those farmers were sorry for what they had
(lone.

Mfr. A. Thomson: They were, indeed.
Hon. MW. F:' TROY: Some of them wxere

distinctly ill-adAvised. In the lean years be-
fore and after -4914i numbers of farmers
w-ere in serious difficulties. That is just the
difference between a Government Bank and a
prlivate hank. Person ally I have never been
foolish enough to try to get off the Agricul-
tural Bank. This bill will fore me to pay
the principal, which I supptiose is a fair tihing
after ten years. The measure also provides
that if any interest is owing to the Agricul-
tural Bank, interest at the rate chargeable on
ordinary loans shall be payable to the bank
on such interest. Alter all, that is only a.
business proposition. I am surprised to learn
that there are some borrowers who have not
pnid their interest, anti that such interest ac-
cumulates without their paying any interest
on the outstanding interest due. In ordinary
business transactions one has to pay interest
after 30 days. I do not know what would
happen in the ease of an ordinary bank to a
mart who did not pay his interest. He would
certainly be charged colond iaterest on tire
accunrulated interest. The fact that borrow-
ers of the Agricultural Bank have not paid
their interest, as indicated by this Bill, is an
evidence that the bank has been conuctedl in
a very liberal and generous manner indeed.
I think it is only right that people ;vho do
not pay their interest to the Agricultural Bank
should have their interest treated by that
bank in the same way es by any private
banking institution in the country, because
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the G-overnmnt have to pay their interest bill
in order to finance the activities of the Agri-
cultural Bank. It is not a reasonable thing
that this State should have to borrow money
at high rates of interest'in order to pay ill-
terest at low rates which is owed by clients of
the Agricultural Bank. Such clients should
not be allowed to go scot free. I notice, too,
that the Bill provides that terms of payment
shall be made easier. Under the new system
proposed by the Bill the maximum payment
will be in the forty-ninth half year of the
borrower's term. His mnaximnum payment will
therefore be at a time when he has had 24
years on the property, when he has had ample
time in which to develop the property and
pay his liabilites. If a man cannot pay his
liabilities in 24 years, he has not much hope
onl the property. A new feature of the Bill
is the provision for the increased advance
to returned soldiers. At present, if the Agri-
cultural Blank purchase a property for a re-
turned soldier, the maxinmum amount which
can be advanced for any such property in the
easm of any individual soldier settler is £2,000.
However, the Bill provides that in addition
to £:2,000 for the purchase of the property,
the Government may advance to the returned
soldier £500 for the development of the pro-
perty. That mens, no doubt, that the addi-
tional advance may be made if the property
warrants it, However, I wish to point out
to the House that this provision places the re-
turned soldier who buys through the Agricul-
tural Dank and the returned soldier who bays
through the Repatriation Department in very
opposite positions. The soldier who buys
from the Repatriation Department hais £2,000
for his limit, and cannot get one penny more;
but the soldier who buys through -the Agri-
cultural Bank has under this Bill a maximum
of £2,000 phis £500.

Mr. A. Thomson: Of course you know why
that is. Some men have heen advanced £.2,000
and find themselves unable to carry on.

Ifon. Mi. F. TROY: I know how it occurs.
I am merely pointing out the distinction made
between the two settlers.

Mr. 0 Loghlen: It is quite possible for
both settlers to be lacking in respect of work-
ing capital.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes. I presume that
the distinction cannot be got over under this
Bill, but it ought to be got over, because all
the soldier settlers should have the same call-
ditions.

Mr. Mann: The Agricultural Bank will ad-
vance to the other soldier and transfer him
from the Repatriation Department.

Hon. Mi. F. TROY: In the ease of soldiers
who purchase portions of repurehased estates
the practice is to put them under the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. They draw susten-
ance from that board. Other soldier settlers
are supported by the Agricultural Bank. I
think there should be no distinction regarding
the claims of the two descriptions of soldier
settlers, or in respect of what the soldier set-
tlers are entitled to under any Act. I see
nothing wrong with the Bill, and I give it a
general support.

Question put and pasd.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Premier in

charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Limit of advances under Act No.

9 of 1919:
Holl. P. COLLIER: This clause empowers

the Government to increase the amount of
assistance granted to soldier settlers from
£2,000 to £2,500. Does the Premier find the
increase necessary as the result of the exper-
ience gained during the two years settlement
has been going on?

The Premier: It is necessary in a few cases.
Hon. P. COLLIER: If it is going to cost

an amount exceeding £2,000 to settle every
oine of all those who propose to settle on the
land, especially in the South-West-~

The Premier: The increase will be neces-
sary in only a very few cases.

Holl. P. COLLIER: I know, of course, that
soldier settlement is not confined to any part
of the State; but still it does seem to me
that £:2,000 is a very considerable sum. In re-
spect of what class of holdings is £2,000 in-
sufficient money to carry on with? I am
aware that thc capital cost of purchasing a
farm for a soldier settlcr may run into a good
deal; but having regard to the liability which
the State is undertaking in the matter of land
settlement generally, we should be fairly call-
tine as to the amount advanced in any in-
dividual case.

The PREMfIER: I eutirely agree with the
last speaker that £0,500 would be an impos-
sible amount, generally speaking. It will be
required in only a few cases, say, where
a man has a large holding and has
not sufficient cleared land. The aver-
age amount owing to the Agricultural
Hank to-day is under £.400. In the case of
'4oldier settlers the average amount is under
£1,000. In the case of repurchased estates
difficulty sometimes arises. When Crown lands
are taken up, the position is of course differ-
ount. The eases in which the extra advance
here proposed will be granted are to be
strictly limited, and by no means general-
I recognise, of course, that to load a man
ap with a big debt is to tie a millstone round
his neck.

Hll. If. P. TROY: I shall be surprised if
this provision can be confined to a few cases.
Numerous improved farms have been pur-
chased for soldier settlers, and very few of
them at less than £2 per acre. Where the
cost has been less than £2 per acre, the ims-
provements must have been very snmall. If
there are 400 or 500 acres improved on a
farm, and a dwelling has been erected, the
cost of the farm will easily run to Z2,000.
I know quite a number of farms have been
Purchased in this country for soldier settlers
at £2,000. Certainly £2,000 will not purchase
a very big wheat farm, -and when the sol-
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dier has bought the farm he often wants
stock, horses, andl machinery.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is the point.
Hon. .M. F. TRO: If the soldier settler

is to pay interest on the £2,000, he will need
plant for 'production. I shall be very much
surprised if numerous soldier settl - rs'do not
avail themselves of this. extra £500. They
w'ill need to do so in order to pay the interest
on the cost of the property. Very few of the
soldier settlers with whom I1 have come in
contact w~ill not find themselves in need of the
extra advance. I am satisfied the Govern-
wnt will have to assist these people to a
considerable extent.

Hon. P. Collier: In any case, it is an
amount greatly in excess of what the farmers
reeeived from the bank when they started.

Hon. M. P. TROY: The circumstances
were entirely different. The Government
now buy a place that is improved, which con-
stitutes the distinction. Originally the set-
tler went on to his block and developed it
with I-is own labour. Myoexperience goes to
show that most of the soldier settlers will re-
quire the b',nefit of the extra £500.

Mr. Teesdale: 13 you think that amount
will see themathbrought

Hion. M. F. TROY: In many cases it will
nxot. The Agricultural Bank officials have
bought farms very ehea ply.

Mr. Lnt~:They have bought at too
cheap a. price.-

Haon. Md. F. TRO: That aspect is the
concern of the sellers. In the majority of
eases, however, the bank has bought very
clhcaply. The manager of the bank has, made
good bargains, hut if they buy these proper-
ties, the majority of the settlers will require
additional capital to get plaunt and so forth.

Mr. LATHAM: I am glad to see the clause
in the Bill, because it is necessary. The Re-
patriation Department has purchased proper-
ties cheaply at £2,000 and that includes im-
provements, such as dams, fencing, and a
small area of cleared land, as well as stock
and plant. After the soldier has held his
block for six months or so, he finds it is
necessary to clear some additional land. In
order that there shall be some statutory
authority, it has been found necessary to
amend either the Agricultural Bank Act or
the Tnldiisties Assistance Act, so ais to enable
additional money to be advanced. That
would not be necessary in ordinary circum-
stances. In some eases, the property has been
purchased by the department and made free-
hold hy the settler. The clause will enable
settlers to clear a lot of forest country that
cannot he attended to now.

Mr. MANN: Some properties have been
purchas~ed for £2,000, and then a second moit-
gare has been given for £400 or £,500 to the
vendor. I want to know whether the extra
money provided will go towards paying off
the second mortgage?

The Premier: That is not the intention.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 4-agreed to.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

B1LL-LAND ACT AMENDMIENT.

Second reading.
The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell

-Northamn) [5.7]: There are several amiend-
meats proposed in the Bill. We are now
settling men uinder group settlement condi-
tions. Hon. members know that men are es-
tablished in groups; they prepare the land;
after it baal been prepared, the blocks are
.allotted to them, and finally they get their
leases. Under this system it is not proposed
to charge any fees at all to the group set-
tlers. As a m~atter of fact, the settler gets
a homestead farm and, in any ease, the fees
would be small. It is net proposed to give
a lease until the land is improved, and ready
for occupation. There are obvious reasons
why this should be dlone. Men leave the
groups and it would be inconvenient to get
a transfer from the man who is leaving the
settlement, to the mnan who is joining it. In
these circumstances the group settler does not
get his lease as would be the ease with an
ordinary settler, but neither has he to shoul-
der the usual responsibilities.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Hew many men have left
the group at p~resent?

The FPREMIER: I think about 64 have
left the settlements. When it is considered
that there are 718 men remaining in the
groups, it will be seen that the number of
m.en who have left is very small. Those
people have left for many reasons.

Hon. P. Collier: Many have left because
of things that have occurred in connection
with their domestic life, such as deaths in
the family and Po on?

The PREMIER: That is so. There has
been no real trouble under this system, but
it is natural that some of the settlers sbould
leave. There are about 38 groups now, and
from those, only 64 mna have left. Men will
always leave from time to time. Probably
some are sent for by employers for whomt
they previously worked, and they are per-
sanded to go back to positions carrying good
wages.

Hon. P. Collier: In the case of a num-
ber, their health may have failed.

The PREMIER: In some eases that is so.
In some instances the life hass been unsuit-
able for them. Tt would be inconvenient to
chase these people all over the place in order
to get a trafer of their leases to the persons
who are taking over their land. There is no
question of price, or of depriving anyone else
of his land. I ask the House to give the
Government power to allot lead to group
settlers without going to the Board. We
must have that power. Hon. members will
readily appreciate that when land is thrown
open for selection under ordinary circum-
stances, it is open to everyone and the board
has to decide who shall have it. Under the
group settlement scheme if 20 men are in-
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eluded in the group, each juan must have his
land allotted to him. I am asking the
House to give the Governmn poe.i av

the need for the board in respect to that
land, and I hope the House wvill not hesitate
to give us that power. In country towns we
are erecting wotrkers' homes. I want to give
those people their title, without the property
having to be submitted to auction. Uinder
the law- as it stands, we mus t auction thle
block. That means that delays are- occasioned
The house has to lie built. The board selects
the land and erects the homnes in the country
townships before the luan is available to ax-
cupy it. There is no consideration of business
site.' because the blocks are awray from the
business; centres in these smlalfltownships
throug-hout the State. The price is fixed at
a fair value. Even if we had to auction the
properties, we would not get much more for
them,.

Mr. IMcCallum; How neanny of these uoniep
have been erected?

The PREMIER: Roughly sp'eaking, about
50.

Mr. -MeCalluni: Are they all occupied?
The PREMIER: Yes, there is no trouble

about getting them occupied. It will be ob)-
vious that men very often cannot see the
land in tile counatry towns. In iflaiy instances,
thle men are working on the goldflcelds or in
the city, or at some other distant place. If
they had to go to secure the blocks before
we could proceed with this work, it would
mean considerable expense to them.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: flow will this apply
to Part 8 of the Workers' Homes Act?

The PREMIER: It will not apply.
Hon. W. 0. Angwvin: Will it not?
Mr. A. Thomson: Even if it did, why

should it not?
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Because the Govern-

ment could do it under Part 4 if they liked.
The PREMIER: When we propose to

give a man the freehold of his present lease-
hold-these are mostly in Perth-we will tell
the House what we priopose to do. If the
clause gives the power suggested by the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin), it must be amended, because it
would not be fair to include unader this pro-
vision the right to grant the freehold of
blocks now leased. I an, entirely in favoer
of men owning their freehold, but it has to
be remembered that years ago men got ver~y
valuable blocks in localities about Perth at
a low figure, and to give them the freehold on
the basis of the price then fixed would be
to make a present to them of a large sum of
money. That would not be quite fair.

llr. Stubbs: Could you give it at valuation?
Mr. O'Loghlen: That is parchment wor-

ship!
Mr. Willcock: The property will have

increased in value in 10 years.
The PREMIER: I do not object to that,

so long aus there is a fair valuation. The
price fixed at the time the leasehold was,
granted was a low one. Otherwise the rnt
would be too great. At that time the House
was perfectly willing to give every advantage

to the workers then erecting homes, jut as I
am seeking to give saine advantage now.
The two cases are [Lot quite parallel. If fair
means can be devised to give these men the
freehold, I would be agreeable to do so, but
it is inipossible to have the two systems
working side by side. The Leader of the
Opposition knows that sonic time ago we
eudeavoured to get men with families from
the goldfields to settle in these country towns,
where they and their boys could get work. I
sent an officer up at that time, a-nd 12 of
thein undertook to comeu down, and occupy
houses in country districts. I do not know
how m'any actually came. We want popula-
tion in the State, and I do not want the men
fro, the goldfields to go East. When the
tune comes for men to leave the fields, we
munst endeavour to get them to settle in the
country districts.

Mr. O 'Loghlen: Are you satisfied it is
not only the goldfields men who have gone?

The PREMIER: I am not at all satisfied
about that, but every man is a free agent,
and we cannot prevent him from going
where he likes.

31r. 0 'Loglulen: Is there any means of
ascertaining how mlany of the new arrivals
go on to the Eastern States?

The PREMIER: No, hut I can tell the
bon. member of some new arrivals in Eastern
Austrlia. who have transferred to this State.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Onte who was about to
leave the other day was robbed of E30.

The PREMIER: The man who robbed
him probably performed a good service by
keeping the money in the State.

Mr. McCallum,: That is not bad.
The PREMIER: These men are always

valuable. I want the right to lease and free-
bold without submitting these blocks
to public auction. No one would give
the land at less than a fair value. Many of
the country townms throughout the State
could provide work for men, and there would
be opportunities for the children to work on
the farms. I think we should assist such
men by putting up for them houses for which
they can pay. I do not hesitate to ask the
House to allow the department to set aside
blocks for this purpose, and when they are
set aside under this measurer, the land will
become freehold after the man has bought
and paid for it and the house. There is
another important provision in regard to the
price to be paid for sand plain. Everyone
knows that the price charged for land is a
policy price. It is not the true price. We
have heard a great deal about the price of
land generally. Before my time land was
sold at 109. per acre on free selection. The
free selector had the pick of the country,
absolutely, and got it for 109. an acre, and
later another an would come along, and we
would have to pay £1 per acre. I want all
men to pay the sme price, according to the
classification, consideration being given to
the proximity to a market, or to railway
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facilities. The price put on the land,
although it was a policy price the-

Mr. O'Loghlen: Parliament made a mis-
take in agreeing to reclassify that land.

The PREMIER: I supported the Bill to
reduce the price, because at that tinie the
value had gone, but a great deal of harm was
done. More harmn than good was done, be-
cause the farmer was told be had paid too
much for his land, and every financial house
-was in effect told that the land was not
-worth the price put upon it. The sale price
of our land is the price spread over 20 years,
so that if we sell land at lIs. an acre, it is
really equivalent to a cash price of 59s. an
,acre. We hare had sonic of these places
offered to us for repurchase, but they were
never offered to us at the price fixed origin-
ailly.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Those people ire all pros-
porous to-day.

The PREMIER. There is more value in
our land to-dlay than the price we put upon
it. I do not say that it would not pay to
givre the whole of the country away if it
could be developed and cropped, and kept
cropped.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Does any other country in
the world do itf

The PREMIER: NO; no other country
goes further than we do. We give away 160
acres to each selector.

Mr. A. Thomson: It becomes of v'alue
when it is cropped.

The PREMIER: Naturally.
'Mr. O'Loghlen: Why make a mnin pros-

perous and present him with a gift? It is
the only asset the State has.

The PRE"MIER: I propose a price of Is.
ver acre for sandplain land, pins survey
fees, and I do not want memilers to conclude
that the price is other than a. policy price.
There might he some saudplaia which is not
worth more, hut there is sonic which is
worth considerably more-

Mr. A. Thomson: Some of it would be dear
at a gift.

The PREMIER:. Then no one will take it.
Mr. Harrison: The quicker the light land

is used, the better.
The PREMIER: I ak the House to agree

to the price being as low as Is. The price
to-day is 3a. 9di. per &a. We would be
quite willing to give a good deal of sandplain
away to at man who would fence it, And Is.
per acre amounts to practically the same
thing. This year there are crops growing
on the sandpiai equal to the crops on better
land.

Hron. Mf. P. Troy. That is ssndplain with
clay subsoil.

The PREMIER: Yes, and the time will
come when the sandplain will be put to use.
Of course, this light country cannmot be
cropped more than once in every three or
-four years. but it will be put to use. Where
this sandolain has a clay subsoil, it is very
useful. There are crops on saadplain this
year whicb are better than many crops On
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good land. One man is cutting two tons of
hay to the acre from sandplain. This
land is quite capable of growing crops
and carrying sheep. I1 have seen
very valuable crops on certain sandplain and
there is very valuable feed on much if it;
so I (10 not want it to be thought that be-
causo we suggest a shilling as the price, the
sandplain has no value. This is merely a
policy price to bring the snndplaia into use.
If it can be fenced and gradually brought
tinder cultivation it will become useful. This
light land can be used, and where a man has
some good land he can with advantage select
sonic Of this open plain country mniscalled
sandplsiu. I want this done, because I de-
sire to see this light land brought into use.
I have been in the country around Gnowaa-
gcrtip where magnificent wool is grown. Most
oif the land] on which the stock ise run isBlight,
and miuch of the sandplaia will give as good
results as if it is once brough under cultiva-
tion. No one will attempt to bring it under
cultivation unless it can be obtained at a
re.asonafble rate. A man might be ready to
expend a good ninny shillings per acre on
providing water and fences and might be pre-
pared to spend on clearing more than the
clearing is really worth, but when it comnes to
tanking up the land, lie will not pay niore
than the laind is worth in comparison with
good lind.

-. Pickering: That is only natural.
The PREMIE-R: Yes, and that is the

reoni I propose to make the price Is. instead
of 'Is. 9d. an sce. The niember tor Wagin
(Mfr. Stubbs) knows thaqt we charged for
st-Ie of the poison land more than it was
worth. Then we provided that twice the cost
of eradicating the poison should be deducted
froint the netumal cash price. It seems to, me
that thme change in policy there has led to the
o(cupatioll of thousands and perhaps hundreds
of thousands of acres of poison land. To-day
those lanids.are being brought into use as a
resuilt of the liberal treatment and are grow-
inig sheep andl other commodities required in
the State-. Just what has happened in con-
nection with the poison land I hope will hap-
pen in connection with the snndplain country.
It must he i-enieinbered that the cost of fenc-
lag sandplain is as great as fencing the good
land, and the cost of water is on the same
basis. Since we only fix the price of our land
at a policy price, it would be good policy to
stell this light land at Is. per acre. I would
like to see a few million acres of it improved.
The full cost of the survey fees will have to
lie paid. I think this is reasonable, because
it will be easy for men to take up this land
and we do not want the State put to the cost
of sun-eying, perhaps to the extent of £20 for
a big area, and for the land then not to be
taken up. If a man takes up this land lbe has
to pay the survey fee at some time, so it is
not too much to ask him to pay it at the time
of application. There are about six thousand
blocks surveyed which ought to have been
sold or have been sold and forfeited. The
people applying for these lands had to pay
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tha survey fees, so we have not lost very much
there. Some of them are not very good blocks.

Mr. Stubbs: In some cases you are asking
£40 for survey fees.

The PREMIER: That must be in respect
of very big areas. The survey is paid for
after a fewv years. That is quite reasonable
where you are likely to pass the land on to
another settler and where the first applicant
is not the one who is going on with it. But
if you give a person the right to go out 30
miles front a railway, and you pay the cost
of survey, you will be landed time and again.
I know of one ease where £250 was paid for
the survey of land, and it came back to the
State. It was a sandalwood area and it
looked good business for the applicant. It
can readily be seen that if you allow the
selection of poor land without asking for
surrey fees, you will be landed time and
again. Tt is reasonable, therefore, that we
shiould charge survey fees on all land so
situated as to make it probable that any
person, other than the first, who takes it up
cannot afford to run away. In all eases
where land is favourably situated, it is pro-
posed to collect interest only on the survey
fee and the improvements on tlhe land, if thene
are any, in the first five years. The other
day I read an article in a newspaper which
set out th~at we were wrong in collecting sur-
vey fees because the bank would not advane2
money oil land in remote place,.

'Mr. O'Lozhlen: Which paper was that in?
The PREM[TER: The ''Western Mail,"

but the writer misunderstood the posit ion.
Or the face of it, it looked all right. 'My
duty, however, is clear. I have to protect the
State, and the law r erinits me to do so. It
is also provided that we may charge higher
rates of interest on improvemnitts. When the
rate was flxed at -5 per cent., money was
cheap. 'Money is dearer now and we must
collect sufficient to pay the higher rate. If
we resumed an improved pastoral area for
subdivision, we should have to borrow mney
and] pay 61/, per cent., and we should be able
to charg'e a settler only 5 per cent. The Bill
will mike it possible to prescribe the rate,
whatever it may be. If the money is bor-
rowed cheaply, so will the interest be charged.

Mr. O'toghlen: Is six the maximum? You
might start making a proft.

The PREMTERfi: There is no fear of that.
Hion. P. Collier: Not as the House is con.

atit ted itt present.
The PEMiTER: There is a weakness in

the Act which miakes it possible for say les.
see of town or suburban lands to obtain the
fee simple without going to auction. The
low sa's that may he done, but it was never
intendled to apply as it may be appied. For
instance, someone may have the lease of
the foreshore at Broome, or a wharf site
along any part of the coast, and claim the
right to convert it to freehold. It is intended
to limit tV is conversion to town and suburban
lands obtained at auction. Parliament never
intended to give greater power than that.
It would be absurd to lease land at a rental

value of, say, £25 a. year-the land being-
worth £500-and then to have the lessee come.
along and say, ''Here is the £500, I want
the freehold of this block' As the Act
stands at present it would be quite legal to
grant the freehold.

Hion. M. F. Troy: The freezing works, for
intace.
The PREMNIER: Yes. It is desirable that

there should be no doubt about the position.
Of course, except by accident, bothing could
be (lone under the law as it stands, but it
would be quite possible for some official,
without quite knowing what he was doing, to-
arrange for freehold to take the place of"
leasehold. Those are the only provisions con-
tained in the 1311!. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time-
On motion by Hon. M. IF. Troy, debate ad-

journedl.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 7th November; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Education (Eon. 11. P.
Colebatch, Mfinister).

Vote-Education, £559,533:

The PREMTIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [5.43]: 1 know of no vote which
provokes mlore interest, and sometimes I am
sorry to say more discussion, than that of
the Department of Education. The member
for Kanowna, (lion. T. Walker) was in
charge of this department for a long time
and is familiar with it. Of course everybody
it interested in education, and we come across
people who sometimes consider that the money
sp~ent on education might %vell be saved.
After all, I do not consider that we do spend
too much on the education of the youth of
the State. It was recognised a considerable,
tinle back, in the days when the late Mr.
Frank Wilson was Premier, and sulbsequently
whet, the member f~r Kanowxa, was Mfinister
for Education, that the system should be im-
proved. As a matter of fact an improvement
in the system has been going on for the last
15 years. But, of course, the cost of educa-
tion has to he met. The system cannot be
confined to any single part of the State, btt
must be applied all over the State. That is
why it is so costly. From Wyndham in the
north to Esperanee in the south, and east as
far as people live, we find schools. We can-
not get away from the necessity for primary
education, and I believe we are doing no
more for primary education Than we ought
to doa. We have just established more than
700 selectors it group settlements, and there
are living iii the groups some 2,800 persons.
Clearly there must be there a great niumber
of children, It sometimes happens that one
school suffices for two or three groups, hut
more frequently is one school required f or
each group.
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Mr. Pickering: Even then it %n h fair
sired school.

The REMNIER: Undoubtedly. I only men-
tion the group settlements because, with all
the other settlement going on, one can imag-
ine how much more money is required year
by year for education. 'It is a natural growth.
I do not think there is any extravagnce
there. When it comes to secondary educatibii,
perhaps some expenditure could be cut out.
I do not know.

Mr. Latham: If it can be cut out, it ought
to conmc out.

The PREMIER: We must educate our
children. ft is one of the best investments
we can have. If all people could be sent to
good schools, they would be the better, and
tho world would be a better place. To-day we
have an election throughout the State. No-
body is taking very much interest in it.

Hon. P. Collier: Except those six police-
mnen.

The PREMIER: I do not know why police-
men should not take as much interest in
elections as does anybody else. I am delighted
to think that one section at least of our
people is taking an -interest in politics. How-
ever, the rising genernt tion will be the better
for the education they are getting.

Mr. Lathiami: The more you educate tlienm,
the less interest do they take in polities.

The PREMIIJR: T do not agree with
that. We hare had first-class schools in
Perth for sonic time past. The boys of the
metropolitan area have been in a. very for-
tunate position, for the education provided
is very good and very cheap. 11owever, we
fire inicreasing expienditure, lbtcause w~e have
determined that the childIren of the country,
whberever possihbe 'l Shall have the advantages
of secondar;- education. At Northam, we
have just built a very fine school, now occu-
pied by a very fine set of children who have
come there from distant parts of the State,
some of them from Cue. It is better that
those children should go to a high school in
a country town than conme to Perth. At Ocr-
aldtou, too, there is a secondary school, al-
though the huildings hare nut yet been
erected. At Albany they have a high school,
and again the building is still wanting. At
Bunbury w-e have erected a building that
does credit to the pla1ce. The secondary
schools arc not mecrely for the towns in which
they are situated, but for the whole of the
surrounding country. They could not be pro-
vided were it not for the Vote we are now
considering. The cost has to be met, but it
is well worth whbile. I agree that there ought
not to be any waste, that there ought to be
economy in the administration of this expen-
diture; hut it is very hard to exercise as
close supervision as should be exercised. We
have in addition other expenditure under the
Public Works Department Vote, expenditure
for school buildings.

Mr. Underwood: Quite a lot of them.
The PREMIER: That is so. Education

here costs about 35s. per head of the popu-
lation, whereas in New Zealand it is £2 1s.

"Mr. 'Underwood:. T think your figures are
wrong.

The PREMIER: I do not know, who put
them here. I think some of them munst hate
been left by the member for Xaaowna, (Hon.
T. Walker), because I see here that whereas
We spend OIL alcohol £8 15s. per head, in New
Zealand the expenditure is £5 15s. Expendi-
ture on education has to be met. We stand
to reap a great benefit from all these schools,
although the higher class schools have not
been in existence for many years. The
children are very, careflly- trained in those
schools, and can pass from school to almost
any position in life. Moreover, in whatever
walk of life they find thenSelt-es, they sIre
better workers than they would have been
without their education. The Vote has grown
t remiend ously-

lRon. T. Walker: It grows with the popu-
lit ion -

The PREMIER: Yes, and with the dis-
tribution of the population. Again, we have
immensely improved our system during the
Inst ten or fifteen years, In America they
spent a tremendous lot of money on educa-
tion.

Mr. Latham: They can afford to do it.
The PREMIER:- And we cannot aff ord

not to dIO it.
'Mr. Lathamn: You will have to get your

finances into better shape.
Mr. Underwood: Is it better to build a

school than to build a maternity ward!
Mr. A. Thomson:- Does not the central

(;o-ernment assist education in Amnerical
The PREMIER: Yes, and if the Com-

mronwealth Government were to pay a pro
rata amlount according to population, we
shonld still pay inore than our share as a
State.

Hion. P. Collier: They have only the same
taxpayers to call upon. I would rather do
it through the State.

The P3REMNIER: Yes, but in this State
we bare to pay more per ]lead than is paid
iii the other States. The estimate this year
ciceeds the expenditure Of last year by
£3,507. Last year arrears of salaries under
time appeal board amounting to £7,670 were
paul. This year £E520 has been provided for
th~is item. The actuial increase over last
year 'a normal expenditure is, therefore,
!El0,561, the real increase in salaries being
£12,159, but the ''contingencies'' showing a
decrease of £1,038, leaving a balance of
£ 10,551. The automatic and classification
increases this year represent £2,350, and the
increased expenditure this year en schools
and classes open for only portion of last
year amounts to £4,500. So the two last-
named account for £6,850 of the total in-
crease of salaries, the balance being for new
schools and classes. Of this, 4:l,500 is for
secondary schools, £254 for continuation
classes, and £3,500 for primary schools. The
average salary far teachers is now £240.
This year there are 820 additional children
on the rolls of primary schools, and 200 ad-
ditional in the secondary schools. The num-
be! of schools has increased by 216. Theme
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arc in all 698 primary schools open. Tae
Narrogin s hlod of agriculture has been en-
Inrged. Shvids and workshops 'in-c been
eected 'by the boys under the carpentry in-
struction, antI blaeksmithin4, n.. saidlery
are also taug-ht. This agricultural elucation
can reach only a few of our hoy-i, Some
writer has said that the boy who goes on the
land requires a flexible brain, requires to
have attended a good school and to he able
not only to read but to absorb what he reads.
In Australia we do not do ]or the agricul-
turist ini this sway all that we ought to do.
The ]Iawkesbury College in '%e v South
Wales, the Dookie College in Victoria, and
the Rtoseworthy College in South Australia
are all magnificent agricultural colleges, and
have been in existence for many years. Yet
if one wants agricultural experts, one finds
great difficulty in getting them. I do not
think our agricultural colleges require to
teachl the youth how to plou zh. Rather
should they aim at training his brain. In
America the students have to complete their
practical work before entering an. agricul-
tural college.

Ron, AL. F. Troy: The grou.id work.
The PREMIER: Yes, the outside work. Ta

Australia we ought to know wvhat is best to
be done in this wvay. If there is one thing
we want more than nnothr in conne tion
with education, it is knowledge he2aring upon
the life on the land. We want to train our
boys to get the best 01 t af the land. There
arc, of course, people who think that any fool
can become a faniner. That is quite wrong.
One cannot use brains to better adlvantage
than on the land.

Air. Teesdale: Blut one must ive the phy-
sique too.

'Mr. Lambert: You are a great monument
of physique.

The PRE 'MIER: All our so a da y schoolsi
should aimn at fitting boys; Jo- t11- la-,d. T,1
Amincan there are thousands of boys at school
being trained for the land.

Mr. Tsaml ert: If you would oa'y rerrint thi
United States bulletins, it would be worth a
hundred thousand a year to Weiterat Aria-
tralia.

The PrEMIER: I should like to sme ti
secondary schools devote eonqidnr-ihlo timn- to
pro, aring- boys for the land at on aze whtrn
they, are mosti likely to adopt 1~f- on the laind.
That would be a magnificent investment, bes
cause the State would get the rl*e -t benefit.
Correspondence classes are urownc tco, a-d
are proving most useful. It is wonderfVul how
su' cesaful they have been.

Mr. Latham: They are the cheapest educa-
tional branch you have.

The PREMIER: They have proved moA
useful. Recently I received a k-tter from a
lady outside Leonora, whose ch~ld weas heinz
educated through the eorresponAo-ce lAs-s.
I t-dies-s the child has won a scholarship. The
system is se-tt useful.

Ron. T. Walker: Yes, right away in the
far -North-West.

The PREMNIER: Yes, and generally where
people live away from schools.

Mr. Teesdale. We have not heard of the
system yet in the North-West.

Hlon. T. Walker: It is going on there.
The PREMIIER: Yes; and tie member f of

Rle- ourue had something to say about it a
yenr ago. Hle ejoke to the mothers up there
well and pleasantly regarding the correspon-
clenve cla-uses. Of course those classes are not
carried on without cost. I thinh the cost
a moutAs tu shLut £6 per child.

Hon. T1. Walker: It is cheaper than it
used to be.

The I liE3IER: Yes; and the system is
nu- li caper than establishing a school for
hal; a desen p~pils. The system makes it
I os-ible ior every child, no matter where sit-
uated, to obtain an educationj. Again, where
children have been at school for a few years,
they are carried on by this system, which is
wonderurilly good for keeiug them in touch
with s holastic life. T do not know that I can
say much more on this vote. I ant not in con-
trol of the Education Department, but I en-
tirely al prove of secondary education for the
ehjldrei, of this State. Parliament has de-
cided that edu ation shall he free, and th at
seacondary sc-heels shall be established; and
the cost has to be met. Parliament has also
decided to establish a University, and has dir-
ecteul that the University shall be free. 'We
cannot have that without cost. I regret that
the University is being carried an in build-
ings which are .very unsuitable. Altogether
the si nm spent on education is very consider-
able for n small community.

Mr. 0 'Logzhlen: The House has approved
of education going forward, but the Educa-
tion Department may be going forward too

The PREMIER: If Parliament said to
the Education Department, "Go hack," how
e-n'lld we go hack?

Mr. O'1 oglulen: But the Mfinister for Edu-
ration took the instruction of this House to
vo forward as an instruction to gallop for-
wsard.

The PREMNIER1- The system cannot go,
back. All we can do with the system is to
makce it more useful.

.%r. Tee~dale: How would it do to marl.
time for a whilet

The PREMIER: As I have explained, the
increased esrenditure is necessary to carry en
the sy'stem. The additional amount this year
is really only equal to the increase in salaries.
The other work to be done represents savings.
An amount of £7,500 paid last year will not
have to to raid this year, and a further
£E1,500 is being saved. The f;12,000 represents
thre increase in salaries and the opening of
new wchools. I do not say for a moment that
the Educeation Department is perfeectly con-
trolled: no department is; and I daresay the
administration of the Education Department
mnight be improved, just as the administration
of any de-artment cnn he improved. We
could not shut up the secondary schools, aim-
I ly heerr-e the people would not stand it.

Hon. T. Walker: We could not do it with-
out causing serious injury.

1538
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The PREIAIER: I do Dot think it could be
done at all. I do Dot know what the public
would say if Parliament decided on soc-h a
course. We do not want to go back, but we
want as, much economy as possible.

Mfr. PICKERING (Susex) (6.10): 1 was
glad to hear the Premier's remarks on edu-
cation, and I p~as especially glad to bear him
emphasise that phase of the subject which is
really most important for this State, namely,
primary education. The standard of primary
education here should be high, and taking
the State as; a whole the standard of primary
education is one upon which we can con-
gratulate ourselves. In the metropolitan area
the primary schools are undoubtedly of a very
high order, and that can also be said of the
schools in the larger country centres. But
there is an aspect of our primary education
which is not all it might be, and flow I amn
referring to schools in the back country dis-
tricts. On page 8 of the report of the Edu-
cation Department for the year 1921 1 find
the following:-

The percentage of unclassified teachers
has fallen from 24.4 to 20.8. This repre-
sents a distinct improvement in the attain-
ments of the teachers who are now taking
charge of the small country schools. The
unclassified teachers are those who have
passed an entrance examination, and, after
a period of observation and practice, have
satisfied an inspector of their practical
skill. They have not, however, passed the
further examination which will render them
eligible for appointment as certificated and
classified teachers.

It will be noted that this applies to the coun-
try districts only. Education iii the small
country schools is frequently the only form of
education which the students attending then,
are ever likely to obtain. Therefore, it is de-
sirable that the small country schools should
have at least certificated teachiers. By far the
better wourse would be to have uncertificated
teachers in the larger centres, where the
senior masters could impart the extra know-
ledge required.

Mr. Lambert: But there has been an im-
provement.

Mr. PICKERING: There is not that
necessity for improvement in the teaching in
schools in the metropolis and large towns
that there is for improvement in the teach-
ing in country districts.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: Some of your party
do Dot want any schools in the metropolitan
area at all.

Mr. PICKERING: The member for North-
East Wrebnantle has very peculiar views on
education, diews with which I have no sym-
pathy.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: But you are a resi-
dent of the metropolitan area.

Mr. PICKERING: I anspeaking for the
district I represent, and which I visit as fre-
quently as it is possible for mne to do so, con-
sistently with my duties to my constituents,
which occupy a great deal of my time in
Perth. As regards primary education, I wish

now to deal with that phase of it which ap-
plies to group settlements. Here is an oppor-
tunity for a certain measure of economy. As
the Premier said, it is possible that one school
can cater for three group settlements, or even
more. That is the system which, as hon,
members will recollect, was adopted in con-

nection with the consolidated school at Tood-
yay, of which, by thme way, I do not see much
in the Education Dlepartument's report. Sim-
ilar schools might be brought into existence
in connection with group settlcmnents. It is
evident that by establishing one large central
school for three or even two groups, "e shall
be able to give the children of those groups
a much higher class of education than they
could possibly obtain in what 1 may term the
pupil teacer schools.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

ITr. PICKERING: Before the tea ad-
.journmecnt I was referring to group settle-
ment in connection with education matters.
1 anticipate as a result of that policy that,
in a measure, the question of afifording better
education facilities for the country children
will be solved. It must be remembered that
that policy has now been in existence foreover
12 months. One of the most important phases
in connection with it is that we must get
schools for the children at the group settle-
ments at the earliest possible moment. It is
also necessary that the schools should be
habitable. I know that the department
is doing its best to meet the existing
exceptional circumstances, but I have
had several complaint& from groups as
to their inability to get educational
facilities for their children. So great
hins been the difficulty in some instances that
groups have volunteered to take in hand the
erection of school buildings if the depart-
ment will make the timber and material avail-
able for that purpose. We are placing so
much importance on agricultural cd,,eatioa
at the present juncture that r will read a
short paragraph from the report of tle Ijirec-
tor of Education which will be found on page
11. The Director says-

The need for further facilities for agri-
cultural education is very pressing. Many
boys who wish to enter the Narrogin school
have to be refused admission, there- being
no room. The committee that deals with the
education of the children of deceased or in-
capacitated soldiers would be glad to send
many boys to suck a school if room could
be found for them. There is no doubt that,
with the increasing importance of agricul-
ture to the State, and the projected rapid
increase in our agricultural population,
there is room for many schools of this kind
in different districts, as well as for an ag-
ricultural college to provide inistruction
of a more advaneced type.

It is interesting to read in the report the
advance that has been made in connection
with the Narrogin Sehool 'of Agrieuliture
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since it has been hantded over to the control
of the Education Department, It would ap-
pear that the improvements regarding ae-
conunodation, curriculumi and other matters
pertaining to the school are considerable.
I understand that it is the aim of the Educa-
tion Department to provide sufficient accout-
aindation as early as possible for 80 students.
In view of the large prospective increase in
our agricultural population it sents to lie
necessary that schools of a similar type shall
be established, as the director stated in his
report, in different districts. This IS neces-
sary because different conditions obtain in
various districts, which need special attention.
U, therefore, commend for consideration of
the Government as time goes on, the sugges-
tion that agricultural schools should be the
main factor in the development of education
i1L the rural districts, for it is by that means
wt. are more likely to retain on the laud those
people most emiinently suited for it. I1 can
conceive of no better prospective farmer than
the son of a farmer, and it should be the aim
of the State, by every means, to make lie i
the country as attractive as possible and as
sufficient for those people as can be accomt-
plished. That phase is further dealt with by
the Director of Education in his report where
be draws attention to tire necessity of miaking
country life attractive to city dwellers. I
am in accord with that view because it should
be the aim of the Education Department to
offer opportunities for town Childrenl, h1aving
a predilection for country life, so that they
car. acquire the necessary qnnifleutin to flit
them for that occupation. If steps. were
taken in that direction it would be % wise
move. There arc two or three other matters
to which I desire to refer before deCaling With
the conomfic phase. I wish to draw atten-
tion to the case of mental deficicuts, and!
miedical inspection in schools. We are only
tackling the questiun of miental deficienits InI
a very crude and inperfect manner. We
bre not made that advance whirl, is so es-
sential, There is one element which is :I
giat factor in conncctieii with, this phase of
development and that is the cost. From what
I can learn from the report, we are tnt deal-
ing with the mental eases in the way -v
should be handling them because of the cost
involved. This is a serious phase and 1 trust
that everything possible will be done to meet
tin- position. Theni again the medical inspee-
ticn of the children attendling the sch~ools iS
a vital matter. I regret to say that front a
perusal of the report I cannot gather much
hope of an improvement in that direction.
Of all the country schools, only four were
inspected last year. It is suggested by the
director that the services of the resident
medical officers in the various districts should
'be made use of in the country schools. While
it. is possible in the metropolitan and other
more thickly populated centres to give greater
altttion to this asnect than in the country
areas, steps; should he taken to give the coun-
try children at leatst as much attention as is
given to city residents. Another phase that

appeals to ate is in connection with technical
education. I ant. pleased to find from the re-
po.rt that there is a slight balance now in
favour of the trading aspect of technical
education, as opposed to the commnercial and
do~mestic. It is a result essentially to be
hoped for and we should encourage our youth
to take an interest in the arts and trades in
preference to conmnereial aspeets. If there is
one thing more than another that we require
in Australia, sari particularly in our State,
it is to give attention to this phase of the
question. We must take steps to train artis-
ans, and iii order to get over the difficulty
which conf rents us in connection wvithi the
apprenticeship problem in Western Australia,
the only solution lies in the direction of tech-
nical education. On other occasions when I
have spoken to this Vote, I litre endeavoured
tV) stress tho importance of this phase. If
we- are to have skilled mechanics in future,
wei wilt have to depend upon the training
youths get at the technical schools, Some
special provision should be made in this
direction. There is no better life than that
of the skilled artisan, particularly if he is a
man well trained in his calling. Wo should
endeavour to induce boys to take up training
in connection with sonmc trade as early as
possible so that they may become efficient
artisans, otherwise the outlook for Australia
and Western Australia will be serious indeed.
When we look at the financial aspect of edu-
cation w-e find from the returns that the in-
crease ii, the rust is considerable. When we
compare the cost per head in) 1919-20 with
the cost per head in) 1920-21, wve find that in
1t,19-20 the cost per head on the average at-
tendance was £7 15s. 4'Ad., while the cost
per head on the average enrolments was
£0 12s. 3WrLd. In 1920-21 the cost per head
on the averarge attendance was £9 9.9. 374d.,
and the cost per head en the average enrol-
ments £8 2s. Him. mnembers will see that the
increase is indeed considerabla. We talk
about economly in c-onnection with our Educa-
timn Vote but I tie not think we are alto-
gether honrest in that respect, because we
.should realise that there are only tno ways
inL which economy can be effected in connec-
tion with this vote. One is in connection with
administration. I am convinced that, althou01gh
there may hi- ar reasonable saving effected in
the cost of administration, it will not go to
that length which hen, mnembers who talk
about economy and education would wvish tc
see. There is only one other way and that is-
a change in our policy. The Premier, in out.
lining the poolicy when speaking to the vote.
stressed the poinit that it would be impeesibc
to go back in OUr scheme of education. I
remember welt that when dealing with thc
question of fees at the University the Premien
was one of those who led the vote whiel
negatived the proposal to impose fees.

The Premnier: What did I say that time!
Mr. PICKERING: The Premier said thai

he would not rote for fees at the University
In fact, it was mainly in consequence of thc
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Premier's action that the vote in favour of
tees was lost.

Mr. McCallum: It was a very wise action
to take.

Mr. PICKERING: That may be so, but I
am dealing with the position as we find it
to-day. If we are determined to continue the
policy on the lines wve have established to-
day, namely, free high schools, free secondary
schools and a free university, then this State
must be prepared to face the position, and
cease advocating a reduction in the educa-
tion rote. On the other hand, if we really
are in earnest about the position and desire
to bring about a change, we must face the
payment of fees for secondary education and
for education at the University. It is idle to de-
claim against the excessive cost of education,
and at the same time advocate free education
at the University. To do so, is to act incon-
sistently. If any member desires to reduce
the vote, he must be prepared to change the
policy. Only by these means can we reduce
to any appreciable extent the expenditure on
education. We must in any case insist upon
the fullest possible primary education and
upon the education in the country being of
the highest possible stAndard. Residents in
the city can get a much higher class of edu-
cation for their children than can country
residents, and it should be the aim of mem-
bers representing the country electorates to
see that they have at least qualified teachers
for their schools. There are at least 300 or
400 teachers who are uncertificated, and these
uncertificated teachers are in the country
schools.

Mr. Underwood: They might be as good
as the others.

Mr. PICKERING: The Director of Edu-
cation in his report ska-

One important step towards giving the
scattered country districts better educa-
tional facilities is the provision of better-
trained and better-educated teachers. Num-
bers of those who now enter the service
for employment in these small schools hold
the leaving certificate, which denotes that
they have completed a satisfactory course
of secondary education. Those who enter
the Training College for the purpose of
taking charge of these small schools arc
now given a full year's special training

*-..But thene are large numhers of
teachers already in these schools who had
uot the good fortune, in their time of train-
ing to find such opportunities as are now
provided for their successors.

All T have quoted from the report is indica-
tive of the necessity for an improved stand-
ard for the country school teacher. If our
children are to compete with those of other
countrics, they must have the advantage of
an improved education. They must have a
smattering of the sciences, which will assist
them to carry on the proper development of
the country. The greater the interest we can
create in the children in the scientific, physi-
cal, and other phases of country life, the
better chance we shall have of getting a

higher development and a bigger return from
our lands. In every line of business, it is the
most proficient man who has the advantage.

Mr. Underwood: Quite wyrong.
Mr. PICKERING: It is the mn with the

widest knowledge of their profession who do
the best.

Mr. Underwood: Where do they get it?
MrT. PICKERING: From the universities,

technical schools, and the offices through
which they pass. It is not intuition, and it is
useless to say that it is. Our children will
not be able to acquire the necessary know-
ledge from intuition; they most he tauighit
So long as the State is pledged to a policy
of free education, 1 cannot see how it is pos-
sible for us to do anything tangible towards
reducing the vote.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [7.48]:- I
do not wish to cover the whole ground, hat
I still protest against the vote we are passing,
and also against the system of education we
have in this State. The Premier, in intro-
ducing the Estimates, spoke of the expendi-
ture appearing on the Estimates. That
amount is only about three-quarters of the
actual cost. To that has to be -added all the
cost which appears under the Public Works
Department, and under Loans, the cost of
the University, the Deaf and Dumb School,
and various other schools. When we comn-
pare our system with other systems of edu-
cation, particularly that of New Zealand, we
should remember that those things are in-
cluded in their costs, nd are not included
in ours. The member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering said we must have competent
teachers, and that we had many uncertificated
teachers in the country schools. Wh'Vat certi-
ficate does a man or woman require to teach
children up to the sue of 14? Does he want
a University education to teach children?
A person with some gift for teachinig, and
without any certificate at all, can teach them
to read, write, and reckon, just as well aa
a. -certificated teacher, possibly better, ha-
ca use he will not hare been spoilt by the
drilling at the colleges. The Premier spoke
of the North-West, and said we must have
schools in the country and in this wide-
flung State of ours There are seven schools,
and seven teachers in the North-West. That
is all we have in the territory representing
one-half of this great State. Western Aus-
tralia is spending nearly th-ree-quarters of
a million per annumn on education, and in
half the area there are seven schools and
seven teachers. We have three or f our
private schools where the residents par to
send their children in preference to the State
schools. So much for the schools in this
far-flung State. There is nothing in that
far-flung argument. The great expenditure
is in the centres. The biggest and most
wasteful expenditure is at the Modern School,
Subiaco. There is another at Claremont,
another at Fremiantle, one at Bunbury, and
one at Northern.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is no modem
school at Fremantle.

Mr. J. Thomson: There is none at Clare-
mont

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Training Col-
lege is at Claremont. The Premier spoke of
the expenditure on education in America. I
am afraid be has not read the latest infor-
mation. There is a book entitled ''Com-
parative Education,'' to which educationists
representing almost all civilised countries
have contributed. It gives particulars of
education in the United States, Gmeat BritainI
Germany, France, Denmark, and other
countries, but our system is not mentioned.
The American system is almost as lacka-
daisical as the British, but not quite on lacka-
daisical as the Australian. The best system
of education I have been able to learn of is
in Denmark, and possibly the second is in
Germany. it those two countries, the boy
is taken from the school and put into a trade,
on the farm, or in an engineering or black-
smith's shop. He is taught sufficient at
school, and is then put to his trade, and
turned out a tradesman. We have never
attempted or thought of anything of that
description. The American system is very
uneven. Some of the States many years ago
set aside as much as one-ninth of their areas
for education endowment. The country,
having become rapidly populated, gave the
Education Department enormous sums of
money, which are being spent more or less
wisely; but in, some of the States they have
money to burn, and they are burning it to
such an extent that they have not soi good a
system as has Denmark. I wish to deal with
the idea put forward by the Minister, the
Lient.-Govenor, and the Mayor of Perth,
that boys should be kept at school until they
are 18 or 19 years of age. The Lieut.-Gov-
ernor in a speech recently,- Paid, from his
experience as a judge, be knew thut the
dangerous acre for boys was between 14 and
19. 1 am prepared to say the judge was not
giving true evidence when he snid that. If
there is any meaning in his statement, it is
that the boys who left school at 14 or 15
are more liable to become criminals than
those who are kept at school till a later age.
The judge cannot substantiate that state-
ment, and being a judge, he should not manke
such a statement.

Ron. P. Collier: How do you know that
he cannot substantiate it?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am certain he
cannot.

Ron. P. Collier: You have no figures.

'Mr. UNDERWOOD: The number of em-
bezrlemenc caser by working people are few
as compared with those committed by edu-
catw'. people. Sir Willia~n Lathlain said-

In Australia we spend millions of pounds
in educating our children to a high point,
-and then, by a protective duty, we
endeavour to start them in such industries

as the manufacture of matches, when they
should be employed in higher callings

if all Australians are to be employed in
higiher eailings, who are going to make the
matches and the boots? Would the mayor
say it is a1 higher calling to be an engineer,
thans the manager of a draper's shop?
Which is the higher?

Mr. 3. Thomson: The engineer, of course.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: A man who eam

make matches is a much more useful citizen
than a counter jumper.

Ron. P. Collier: Than a an who can sell
"eighties. "

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes. The Minister
is continually advising the people to endea-
Your to send their boys to school until they
are 18 or 19 years of age. I have in the past
dealt with the girls, and the waste of money
in teaching them to wash, clean clothes, or
to dress celluloid dolls, under the instruction
of an old maid, or to cook with the assistance
of slavics to wash up the pots and pnes for
thenm. I1 do not wish to refer further to
them.

Hon. P. Colli~r: You exaggerated it a bit.
Mr. UNDERWOO]X The girls will turn

out all right. They will manry, and be-omne
mothers, and will soon unlearn all this
rubbish en which we are wasting money to
teach tien,. If we keep the boys at school
until they are IS or 19, or even until they are
17, we shall be wasting valuable years of
their lives-years which can never be re-
trieved.

Ron. P. Collier: What would you do with
theml

Mr. UINDERWOOD: Teach them a trade.
Mr. J1. Thomson: There are no trades.
Mr. UTNDERWOOD: A most pathetic ease

came under my notice recently, and I have no
doubt similar eases have come under the
notice of other members of Parliament. There
are children whose parents may be suffering
from miner's phithisis, or who mar be crip-
pled, and for these children we are asked to
find employment. The most pathetic cases
that ever came uinder my notice are those
of boys turned out of school at I8 or 19
Years of age. I am asked to find jobs for
them.

Mr. Cheesnn: And they arm useless.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: They are neithier men

nor boys. neither flesh nor fowl, nor even good
red berriro. They ame certainly not trades-
men. A Minister or inybody else who, with-
out other corisideratines, advises parents to
send their hoys to school until they are 18 or
19 years of aee, then to he turned out on to

- world. qho,,ld he in a. lunatic a-vlum or
in gal. That kind of thing is absolutely in-
inrious to boys. Never mind about wasting
money-I am not worryingr shoat that. We
h've inet to burn and we will duly burn it.
but we sh-uld not burn the valuable vearR of
a boy'Is life..* Take a position webh as that of
a master mariner, or that of a masrine en-
vineer. If we keep our boys at schooll until
they are 18 or 19 years of age we will never
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be able to snake either master marinuers or
marine engineers of them. Those are good
and useful professions and they are weUl paid
also. There is a belief that you can learn
everything at school. That is the opintion of
school teachers, but it is utterly impossible to
do that. As a matter of fact the only thing
one can completely learn at school00 is to be
a school teacher. If you want to know any-
thing else in this world you have to learn
it by practical experience. Take a lawyer
or a judge. Either will learn a considerable
amount in tho lawyer's office, and he acquires
a great deal more knowledge there than he
does at school or at the University. Talking
about trades, I would refer to the British
system which is better than ours. In many
of the Universities in Scotland and in Ire-
land-and I believe in England-the lads
who are endeavonring to get a diploma for
civil engineering must spend two or three
months in each year in a workshop in one
of the big factories in which mechanical en-
gineerinig is being done. There is sense in
that, but there is no sense in. our systemn of
simply keeping tile youths at school.

Hon. P. coflier: You cannot become an
apprentice to ant engineer until you have an
''A'' certificate, and you cannot get that
at 14,

The Premier: The cmpulsory leaving age
is 14.

Mr. UNDER WOOD: And Iwould not mind
advancing that age one year. I would make
it cnrnpulsai-y for any boy who did not get
his leaving certificate at 14 to remain until
hie was 1.5. Of course if he cannot get his
leaving certificate at 15 it is just as well to
try to teach him something else. A bo-y is
not a failure on that account.

Hon. P. Collier': That is the standard we
should aim at.

'Mr. UINDERWOOD: The. MIinister says we
should follow them np by putting them in a
High School Aind teaching them shorthand
and typewriting. I say that we should fol-
low them uip by putting theinto trades.

Ron. P. Collier: Then where will you get
your sunerior pbeople unless you have that
higher education?

'Mr. UNDERWOOD: They might, lie the
Leader of the Opposition and myself, just
grow.

Hon. P. Collier: Like Topsy.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: A boy in Western Aus-

tralia has only two chances in front of him,
and they are to be either a clerk or a labourer.
In our system of Arbitration Court awards
-l am speaking of the enginedring trade-
they allow one apprentice to fire men and
thle apprenticeship must be for five years.

'Mr. Davies: It is three now.
'.%r. UNDERWOOD: When you consider

the question as it is, and the many engineers
who arc working on small 'Jobs -where there
may he only one or two employed, there are
no apprentices- There are hundreds of jobs
of that descrintion. Thea take other in-
stances, and you will find that at least half
of the engineers cannot teach apprentices.

Even with three years' apprenticeship, a boy-
starting to learn a trade would have to remain
in that trade for 35 years before he would
be able to teach it. That applies to the
trades of brick-laying, Utonemasons, and many
others. When we spend such an enormous
sum of money, surely we should endeavour t&~
get some system that will work out better
thmn the one we have now. Then we tome to
another branch on which we are spending a.
big sum of money, and a branch which the
Director of Education is pleased to term the
commercial course in our State schools. 17
do not know that I amn doing much good in
mentioning this, but I would like so far as I
can to advise the people of 'Western Australia
to avoid that commercial course. I would say
to parents, "If you want your boys to f ollow-
a commercial life p)ut them into a com-
mercial house as soon as you can. If you
want to brighton your boys send them to one
of thle commercial schools-the schools which
are actually in touch with the existing coin-
awyrcial methods adopted in commercial
houses, hut to send thenm to the State schools
is at delusion and a snare." I woutld advise
parents to avoid doing that as they would
avoid a snake. They aire not only assisting
to waste .our money, hut wasting the most
valuable years of a boy's life. Let me quote
ain instance that I kniow of-the case of a
young fellow whose father kep~t him at school
until hie was over 16 years of age. Then the
father endleavoured to get the boy, into the
establishment of a big trading firm in this
city, the manager of which hie knew very well-
]He asked the manager whether he could plan2-
the ho3- and teach him the business. The
manager replied that he would he V-eased to
take the lad. Everything was fixed up and
then the mranager said, "By the way, -what
is thle age of the boy?'' The father replied
that thle boy had just turned 16. The man-
ager then sa id, 'I am very sorry hilt we can-
not employ him. We would have to pay him
the higher wages all the time, and a boy of
15 would be juist as good, and, he added,
',this boy who has obtained his leaving certi-

ficate from the school would be no good to us
hecause he would have to unlearn everything
he bad] been taught." Anlyhow, the firm
wolLd not have him, and I know this also, that
many of the commercial firms do not want
these old boys. They want smart youngsters
whom they can teach, and who will not be
required to unlearn what they were taught
at school. The only possible chance a boy
can have on going through the commercial
schools is to become a teacher of State school
cuimnereinlism. That is the only use such
education can be to him. I have very little
else to say except to point out that we spent
just on. three-quarters of a milion on edues.-
tion, and we require a special tax to maintain
a few hospitals. Let mue give an instance of
what is being done. We are spending £1,000
or £2,000 in pntting up a gymnnasiumi at the
High School at Bonbury, a Hfieh School
which will be used almost exclusively by the
children of the business people and the well
to do farmers in the vicinity of B3unbury. 'It
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will be used for the children of the Buabury
bourgeois, while down at Busselton. we can-
not afford £100 for a maternity ward at the
hospital. There is something wrong, and I
think the Committee should look into it.

lion. P. Collier: It is the difference of ad-
ministration between the two departments.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1 suppose £10,000 has
been spent on gymnasiums and cookery rooms
-at the 'Modern &hool.

Hon. P. Collier: Surely not!
Mr. UNDERWOOD: It is so, yet we can-

not get £ 100 for a maternity ward at Bussel-
ton.

Mr. Teedale: Why Busselton? What abont
a. few places in the Northt

Ron. P. Collier: A maternity ward is not
required at Busselton. The people down
there art all very old.

M1r. UNDERWOOD: 'Well, take some other
place where they are not quite so far gone.
However, when we are trying to provide for
new communities, the first thing ire should sec
to is a maternitk ward.

M r. DAVIES (Guildford) (8.17): I com-
mendI the Government on the system they
have introduced at Midland Junction for the
educattion of apprentices. There are at
Midland .Thnction workshops large num~bers
of apprentices who are attending a technical
school during working hours, instead of, as
in the panst, attending such schools after
their day's work. There is throughout Aus-
tralia ani agitation for the 44-houir week. Yet
in private workshops we are working boys of
fromy 14 to 19 years of age 48 hours a week,
and then inducing them to attend technical
schools after they have finished their day's
work. It is asking too much of the youths.
I know lads who arc nervous wrecks through
starting work at 7.30 a.m. on dyve days a
week, carrying on till 5 pin., and then onk
fou[ nights a week having to attend tech-
nical school.

Mr. Gibson: It will do them no harm.
Licut.-Colonel Denton: Our fathers worked

ten bours a day.
Mr. DAVIES: And our grandfathers 10

hours a dlay, hut that is no reason why our
boys should do the same. The Cominttee
should see whether it is not possible to in-
sist upon private employers permitting the
boys to complete their technical education
during working hours. I cannot follow the
member for Pilbara ('Mr. Underwood) in his
contention that technical education is of no
use. From experience I know that technical
education is of the utmost assistance to the
apprentice, and to the trade also. Many a
workman knows how to do a job when he is
told1, and yet cannot tell you the reason why
he has to do a certain thing in a certain way.
It is exactly that which boys are taught in
tec-hnieal schools.

lion. W. C, Angwin:- There were no tech-
nica] schools where I was brought up.

Mr. DAVI[ES: I can remember when the
foreman used to look up the side of a build-
ing to see if it was vertical.

Hon. P. Collier: They were tradesmen in
those days.

Mr. DAVIES: Certainly their work stood,
but we cannot afford that sort of thing these
days. They built walls six feet thick.

Hon. P. Collier: And so a foot out of
plumb was neither here nor there.

Mr. DAVIES: It is impossible for an ap-
prentice to get along on rule of thumb in an
engineering workshop. Hie has to go to a
technical school. I appeal for those appren-
tices who, having worked all dlay in the shop,
are err octe~d to go to a technical school at
night. If it is good in a Government work-
shop to allow them time off for education, it
should be good in a private ehop. When the
Defence Act was first brought in, the youth
of Australia had to give up their Saturday
afternoons to their military training. To-day
they are allowed time off from their work for
military training.

Hfon. W. C. Angwin: Some of the time
o fr.

Mr. DAVIES: All of it.
Hon,. W. C. Angwin: The employer pro-

viles certain dlays, and the youth have to
pirov-idc other days. It is fifty-fifty.

Mr. DAVIES: I know that a lot of the
training is carried out in the employer's
time. ff that can be done for defence par-
poses it ought to be done for educational
purposes. In many cases it is not compul-
sory on the boys to attend technical schools,
notwithstanding which they do it for their
own good. They are to be commanded on the
many hours they give up to technical educa-
tion.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [8.25]: 1
quite agree with the views expressed by the
member who has just sat down in regard to
the wisdom of providing opportunities for
boys to acquire technical education during
working hours or at all events without irm-
posing undue strain on them such as must
occur when they work 48 hoers a week and
study for two or three hours a night, three or
four nights a week. In fact the principle of
night education is wrong. It would be much
better if provision were made for boys and
girls; to continue their education, or supple-
ment it, in the day time. Without reflecting
in any wayF On the youth of Australia, I think
there is a danger to, our boys and girls dur-
inig those years, from 14 to 17, when they
ought to be well under parental control, of
the night school taking them away from par-
ental control and allowing them to acquire
habits which in after life mnay not be good
for them.

Mr. Durack: It is not as bad as attend-
ing picture shows.

Ron. P. COLLIER: I suppose they do
visit picture shows.

Mr. Teesdiale: And p)ool rooms.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think boys

of 14, 15 and 18 frequent pool rooms, at all
events not in Perth. It is somewhat difficult
for a lay-man to pass judgment on the work
of the Education Department. We had a
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Royal Commission last year inquiring into
the working of the whole system. The re-
port of that Commission was favourable to
the system and to those in control of it, but
I am not so sure that ire are not indulging
in what might be described as an excess of
frill, in other words if we are not spending
considerable money in teaching subjects
which, as the member for Pilbara has said,
wray be of very little use to the boys and
girls in after life. It is worth while noting
the manlier in which expenditure on -educa-
tion has increased. In 1912, ten years ago,
tbu total expenditure, apart from buildings,
ce., was £238,000. Last year it was £556,000
and this year it is estimated to be £559,000,
or an increase in ten years of £317,000. Run-
ning through the annual figures beginning
with 1016, we find that the increases over
the preceding year have been as follows:-
1913, £i16,000; 1917, £19,000; 1918, £12,000;
1919, £48,000; 1920, £75,000; and, last year
£65,000. Each year the amount was in excess
of the previous year. So we have in 10 years
a total expenditure julmping from £238,000
to £E556,000. That is to say, to-day we are
spending on education 1f55 for every £2 we
spent 10 yeats ago. It is interesting to note
that during that period the population of
the State has increased by only 33,000, from
305,000 in 1912 to 838,000 at the present
day. Yecessauily, the per capita expenditure
on education has increased enormously. 1
am aware, of course, that tbe salaries of
teachers and other expenses incidental to ed-
ucation have increased very much (luring that
decade; but even allowing for all those iteums
I am doubtfutl whether we arc getting full
results as compared with 10 years ago for the
money ire are flow spending on education.
True, various secondary s-chools have been es-
tablished. during that period-at Northam,
Bunbury, Oeraldton, and possibly at one or
two other places. However, it does seemn that
since the present Minister has been in charge
of the l-ducation Department the expenditure
there has run loose. I am not one to question
the expenditure of public funds on education
at all, even if the amount were double the
present figure, so long as one0 Could be suire
that the money was heing spent to the best
advantage. But notwithstanding the investi-
gations and report of the Royal Commission
of last year, I think, having regard to what
has been done in the expansion of the system
and for the establishment of large numbers
of new schools in districts recently opened
up-au experience which is always going on
-the increase in cost has been. too much, I
do not know that of recent years we have
been opening new schools in greater propor-
tion than formerly. There serms to be no
firm holdl on the expenditure in our Educa-
tion Department. The amount we spend,
£559,000, is a very large sum. The State would
be well repaid if the result were reflected
in the education heing received hy our boys
and girls. Notwithstanding the fact that the
member for Pilbara is considered an out-
lander in the matter of education, I always
listen to him with interest; he invariably

gives expression to points well worthy of con-
sideration. It is a fact that a great obstacle
faces the parents of Western Australia at
the present day, in the paucity of openings
available for their children, If one goes to
a technical school in the eventing, one sees
scores and scores of boys from 14 to 16 years
of age, hright boys fruom the sevent, and
eighth standards of Our State schools, ob-
taining technical instruction. In the course
of conversation with the tetcher in charge
of such a school, I learned that 95 per cent.
of the boys attending evening classes are de-
-irous of becoming electrical or mechanicsl
engineers. But there is no oppertunity what-
ever for them in this State, and it is very sad
that parents should make sacrifices in keep-
ing their boys at school to the age of 16 or
17, and then should find that there is nothing
left for their sons except to go out and be-
come hewers of wood and drawers of water.
There are hundreds and hundreds, I believe
thousands of boys, from 15 to 17 years of
age here-as bright, I believe, as are to be
found in any partof the world, and certainly
as bright as any to be found in Austra-
hia-whose careers are largely being marred,
owing to the fact of there being no opening
for tile boys in any trade, profession, or cal-
liag other than that of labouring. No doubt
a percentage of them, as has been said, will
make goodl in after life. But, notwithstand-
ing the view of the member for Pilbara that
boy$ need not receive nnything more than a
very ordinary education, need not lenn more
than the three iRs, still it is a fact that a
good solid grounding in education is of im-
mnlcse advantage to the averng- aman. We
know, of course, that there are some men.
whom no handicap imposed in youth will pine-
vent coming to the top. But those men are
an infintitesmial. percentage of the total num-
ber. What we have to bear in mind is, nob
the boy of exceptional intellect, but the aver-
age hey, who is the nmakings of the average
mean. Both myself and tile memiber for Pit-
bara. know from experience in life that it is
a very great disadvantage not to have had the
opportunities which the average boy, gets now.
It is a great pity indeed that boys of to-day on
the goldfields and in the city and elsewhere
are forced out into the world to become
labourers. They have to go into the country
districts and become farm labourers. There
is nothing wroag with that in itself, if event-
ually a fair proportion of themi were sure to
llccoile farmers. I believe that with such ank
end in view it is Lmuch better for a boy to
become a farm labourer than to become an
engineer or a tradesman. Butl I am afraid
that when these boys now going out reach
nianhood, the opportunities of acquiring land
in this State wvill not be too plentiful. What
I fear is that anl undue pro portion of them
will for the rest of their lives have to con-

tinuie as farm labourers, or as labourers on
the land for others; amid I think everybody
will agree that that is not a very desirable
thing. I disagree entirely with the mnember
for Pilbara in regard to the school age. With-
out commenting at all upon what the Licuten-
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ant Governor has said, I entirely endorse his
Excellency's view that the compulsory school
age should extend to at least 16 years. Un-
questionably we are doing an absolute wrong
to our children, and particularly to our boys,
in taking t, em away fronm school at the age
of 14. It is only at that age the intellect
begins to open.

Rion. WV. C. Angwin± Under present con-
ditions one does wrong to keep a boy at
school to the age of 16.

Hon. P. COLLIER. It is unfortunate that
that should be so, but I think the remedy
lies, not in taking the boy away at 14, but
in altering the condlitions of employmnent so
that a boy would not he penalised by reason
of having been kept at school to the age of
16. Up to 14 years the child is merely
learning by rule of thumb; be knows
bow to do certain things, hut with-
out having grasped the why anti where-
fore. I venture, to say that the average
-child will acquire more genuine infor-
motion and knowledge of serv ice to him
in after life during the two years between
14 and 16, than in nil the years prior to 14.
If, because of the expense involved, or for
other reasons, we are not able to extend the
school age as srggested, it would be infinitely
bettor that something should be cut off at tha
beginning rather than at the end. if it iver3
a question of a certain number of years of
schooling, no parent would be so mnad as to
say that one of the earlier years should be
taken in preference to one of the later years.
The Government ought seriously to take in
hand the matter of extending the school age
by at least one year. Let us go by steps, let
its begin by making the compulsory leaving
age 15 years, even if in so doing we should be
compelled, either by the lack of accommoda-
tion in our schools or by financial reasons, to
raise the Qtqrting age by 12 months. The
regulations now provide for consent being
given, in deservinig eases, to a child hLaving
school earlier than 14; and that provision
would still obtain if the leaving age were
raised by one year. We know that parents
make sae-riflees to continue their children at
school heyond the age of 14. There is, how-
ever, always a percentage of parents who will
take away the child from school, regardless of
necessity, when the child reaches the learving
age. Again, many Parents have great trouble
in inducing their children to continue at school
once the leaving age has been reached. If the
leaving age is fixed at 14, the average boy
immediately upon reaching his 14th birthday
says, "I will not go to school any more."
Ile has a quarrel with the old folks at home,
andi refuses to continue at school any longer.
If the leaving age were 15, the boy would
doubtless consent to continue his attendance.
I think the Government should at once find
the necessnry money and provide the needful
accommodation to extend the compulsory age
to 15, even if it should wean preventing any
childlren under the age of seven from eom-
meneiar r-hool. For my part-whatever edit-
cation antlorities may hold-I consider that
six years, or, in some cases, even eight years,

is not too late an age to comncle school.
-Notwithstanding the authorities, I have it
firmly rooted in my mind that there would be
no disadvantage, but on the contrary an ad-
vantage, to most children if they were not
seat to a hool until they reaL-hvd the age at
least of seven years. I consider it nothing
short of cruel when I see little toddlers
hardly bigger than the bags they are drag-
ging along to school, going off' to be educated
when they should be in the a sry, knowing
nothing about the serious side of the world,
but rather being concerned with the playing
of games.

Mr. Ilavies: You would net raise that ob-
jection to the kindergarten?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think it is
necessary that any child undler seven years
of age should be taught anything about the
world. I have seen many instances where a
child has gene to school at the age of five
years while Others have started two years
later, yet by the time those children were
eiuht years, the one who had only started at
seven years, had caught up to the one who had
been to school so much eitlier. I h'lieve
that s'ieh will ho found to be the position in
most instances.

'Mr. Willeck: They will not posh them on
though.

lien. P. COLLIER: On the other hand, it
is5 worth while letting the child have the ex-
tra years without tuition.

Mr. Underwood: I would not let a child
of mine go under eight years of age.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Thre only year I learnt
anything at school was the last year I at-
tended. I left school at 14, and that was my
experience. I do not know whether I had a
better teacher dluring that period or what
it was, but I am judging others by my own
eacperienee. I ask the Premier to keep this
aspect iii mind, I know the question of
finance is involved, but it is a point that
should he kept in mind. Let us keep con-
stantly in view the necessity for increasing the
school age. The member for Pilbara spoke
about boi-s between 18 and 19 years of age
going to school. I agree with many of the views
he es' ressed. It is a fact that we can see boys
who have passed fron the colleges and second-
ary schools at 18 or 19 years of age, after
hanving had what must be considered a first-
class education, absolutely hopeless and it is
almost impossible to find employment for
themi. They have not been brought up to
any trade or calling.

Mr. Teesdale; Whose fault is thatf
Hon, P. COLLIER: The only thing they

can do is a hit of clerical work.
Mr. Teesdale: It is the parents' fault.
Hon. W. C. Aagwin:- Not always.
Mr. Teesdiale: They want something nice

for them, where their children can wear white
collars and ant soil their hands.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not kno* that it
is not a legitimate ambition. on the part of a
psrent to give his boy or girl the beat educa-
tion that is Open to him.

Mr. Teesdale interjected.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member
kntows it is all very well to talk in that wray
but there are not the opportunities available
here in connection with shops, factories and
foundries, as can be found in Melbourne and
Sydney. If he were in Melbourne or Sydney-
lie~ could see the boys pouring out in their
tens of thousands from these places, whereas
in Western Australia we have not such ad-
vintages. T know there are hundreds of boys
about Pertlh whose p arents are almost din-
tiactel. They want to know where there are
opportunities for teaching their lads some
trade. Take the ease of elec-trical engineer-
ing. Electricity in the future will play a. more
important part than anything else one can
imagine. It will provide the motive power
for most things in tbed~lnys to coome. Yet
there ore no opportunitiesl available for a boy
to learn electrical engineering in Western
Australia. The South Perth Council adver-
tised for a boy to be apprenticed to electrical
enzineering and 102 boys applied for the posi-
tion. I ade inquiries at the Railway Depart
meat to ascertain tile number of boys they
take in each year. I IFound that at most two ow
three boys are taken in. In one year, not one
was taken in, while two were taken in the year
before, and so on. There are hundreds of
boys desirous of learning a trade hutl, apart
from the Railway Department and one or two
municipalities, there is no opening for then,
at all. Boys who have gone through the
secondary schools until they are 18 or 19
years of age have no opportunity to get posi-
tions and we find them applying for positions
as tram condluctors or porters in the Railway
Department and they are only too pleased to
get those jobs.

lion. IV. C. Angwia: They cannot get
even those now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so, and this
is what hsappens after hundreds of pounds
have been spent on their education. I have
had boys of IS or 19 years of age come to
me, after having had a first-class edneation
at the colleges, absolutely begging ine to get
them jobs as tramway conductors. In many
eases they cannot get those positions and they
take jobs as farm labourers and so on. It is
a sorry state of affairs, bilt it is a fact that
in Western Australia the parents are greatly
handicapped. This aspect ha, been reqpon-
sible for such a large number of people leav-
ing Western Australia and going to the East-
ern States during recent years. I hare known
not less than 50 or 60 families who have left
the goldfields and gone to the Eastern States
mainly because the boys are growing up andi
no opportunities are available for them to
learn a trade in Western Australia. I do not
know that it is; within the province of the
Government or of the Education Department
ft oiter that position. T hope the Premier
will keep in mind, however, the necessity for
increaising the age and bringing the Western
Australian s '-stem into conformity with other
parts of the world. It may he said by some
that it is useless to eoducate our youth up to
a higher standard, if there are no openings

in tile trades and professions. But even so,
you owe a duty to our children so that they
can receive n education which nwil! fit them
to go elsewhere to apply that knowledge. The
obligation is on us to see that they get that
ooducation andi it should not be ne~glected.

lion. IV. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
roantl-) [8.53]: 1 agree to a large extent
nith some of the remarks nMade by the mem-
lher for l'ilhara (Mr. Underwood) . My rea-
.son for interiert ing, when tile Leader of the
Opposition was speaking, regarding the injury
likely to be done to boys by keeping them at
.school was because- of eases which have come
under my notice, 2Ev boy, fcr instance, was
anxious to follow a certain trade. I went to
seve-ral ptlaces to see if there was an opening
but 1 wVas unsuccessfuil. One morning I
iatk-el an advertisement in the newspaper
indicating, that a, firm I knewr intimately re-
quired a boy. I went to the manager of the
departmnit and told lima what I wanted. He
said hie would be pleased to have the boy.
I arranged to send him along next morning.
When I was about to leave, lie called mec back
and asked tile what was the age of the boy.
I said he hadl turned 16. He replied, ''Oh,
a bole 14 would tic me. " That is the position
lie hiave to face, and it is because of this that
wf. are likely to do boys an injury. It would
not be so had if this was only one ease but
w.- know there are hundreds of them.

Mr. Teesdale: Is the trouble from the
wages point of view?

Hon. AV. C. ANGWIN: The Arbitration
Court fixed the wages on the basis of age in
10,n111 c-ases.

'Mr. Harrison: Yes, that is the trouble.
11am. W. C. ANX(lWIN: The court did that

without being asked to do so.
Mr. Davies: The court was asked to do it

lit a number of eases.
lion. NV. C. ANGWIN: But not in this

liz rticulnr instance. It was the first case
i., which it was done. The wages are fixed at
so much per year starting from 14. The
consequence is that not the same opportunity
is available f or lads who are over 14 years of
,age to learn a trade. Tt is indeed an awk-
ward positioln A child may be weak
in health when Very a young, with the
ri-sult that lie has to Otay at school.
longer in order to pass throagh his various
standards. As a consequpence his future is
affected order the systtem that now obtains.
I wish to draw aittention to an action taken
b1, the Goverujient in regard to the techni-
cal schools. T ain pleased to see reference to
thle nmatter in the report of the Education
Department. Tf there has been one injustice
regarding our education system it has been to
the women who are endeavonring as far as
possible to conduct their homes economically.
On this point, the report has the following
reference arising out of a recommendation
miade by the Royal Commission on Educa-
tion. T he report states-

The Commissioners recommended that
free instruction should he confined to those
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learning for industrial purposes, and that
free classes should not be provided in
dressmaking and millinery except for those
engaged in the trades. The question is one
on which there may well be a difference of
opinion. The University provides free in-
struction, not only in subjects directly bear-
ing upon the present or future professions
and callings of the students, but also in
culture subjects, taught with the object of
widening the minds of the students and
giving them a broader outlook. Further,
even if it wei admitted that the State
intended to give free instruction only in
those eubjects which directly contribute to-
wards securing skill in the industry which
forms the student's life work, it must be
remembered that the largest single indus-
try in the world is that of home-making.
It cannot be said that classes which render
the women of the community more efficient
in their life-work are to be considered of
no value to the State.

I waited upon the Premier regarding this
aspect before he left for Englan-d and I also
saw the Minister for Education. I was under
the impression that women who were attend-
ing the schools in order to learn to make their
own clotheas and that of their ch~ildren, would
not he charged fees. Unfortunately, the
Government are so hard up that they have
-found it necessary to charge fees to these
women,

Mr. Davies: There is another object in
that. It is to keep frivolous students away.

non. P. Collier: There are very few of
those.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : In the Technical
Sehools at Fremantle there were 149 females
over 21 years of age attending the domestic
course. The only domestic courses taken are
in millinery and dressmaking.

'.%r. Teesdiale: Not cooking.
Hen. W. C. ANOWIN: No, that is taught

in the other schools but not at technical
schools. There are 233 under 21 years of
age. There are many women in Fremantle
who are not in a position to pay fees. Thai?
income is so small that they find difficulty in
providing the ordinary requirements for their
children. They have not the money to pay
dressmakers to provide for their children's
requirements. They attend these classes to
assist in enabling them to look after their
home requirements in this direction. In 1922,
after fees were charged, instead of having
149 students, the number was only 64 and
many of those scraped the money together
for the first quarter only.

Mr. Teesdale: How much were the fees?
H1on. W. 0. ANGWIN: Twelve shillings

and sixpence a quarter. If students took
millinery and dressmaking, they had to pay
25s. a quarter.

The Colonial Secretary: For the printing
industry it is only Ss.

Hon. W. C. ANGWfI: These people are
endeavouring to keep down the expenses of
their homes. I do not know the present
number in attendance, but I do know That

numbers who attended the school and enrolled
to complete the two years' course did not
have the money to continue. The Government
bave started at the wrong end. If it is
right that any person can attend the 'Uni-
versity free iup to any age, to be taught sub-
jects to broaden his mind, the least the
Government could do would be to allow these
women to attend the domestic classes without
fees. I was surprised a few weeks ago when
the Premier turned down my proposal to
abolish the fees. This is one of the most
important subjects that the Government can
have taught-the way to look after the
children properly and see that they are well
dressed. But numbers of women have been
turned away from these classes.

The Premier: Zibst women in Western
Australia keep their children very well
indeed.

Hon. W. 0. A&NG WIN -. Quite so. The
Minister for Education said free classes could
not be continued. Is it fair that women learn-
ing dressmaking and millinery should be
barred, while young people attending the
University are 'admitted freeY

Hon. P. Collier: Even to learn those things
which are not essential. But those things
which are essential are not free if the per-
sont is over 21.

Mr. Teesdale: A bit More essential than
painting.

Hon. WV. 0. ANGWIN: For painting they
have to pay if they are over 21. Some of the
fees charged aire higher than 12s. 6d. If an
accountant over the nge of 21 years wants
to pass further examinations, he is earning
something and can afford to pay, but these
people taking the domestic course cannot pay
the fees. The Government sI~ould abolish
these fees. Fancy asking young womt~n to
get married and go on the land and yet re-
fuse to teach them to make their dresses and
trim their hats! The Government arTe going
backward instead of forward. These are the
only fees being charged in the whole of the
education system. The vote for the tech-
nical schools of the State is £19,872, and yet
the Government refuse to allow women to
take on this practical and useful work which
will assist them greatly in their home life.
The Director of Education was right when he
said the largest single industry in the world
is that of home making. These women are
making their homes, and these are classes
which the Government should assist.

The Premier: Do not they learn this before
they get married?

Ron, W. C. ANUWIN: They do not realise
before they are married that they should
learn cutting and so on, but the Premier
knows that when there are a dozen children,
it is necessary to do something. These classes
have been of material benefit. In Fremantle
alone 149 women attended, and yet that num-
ber has dwindled to 64 on account of the
imposition of fees. I hope the Premier will
allow these women to continue this work, be-
cause the only cost involved is the salary of
the teachers. If the Premier will consent to
abolish the fees, he will confer a boon on
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'these people by enabling them to economiee
in their home life.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) 19.8]: 1 quite
.agree with the member for Pilbara (Mr. Un-
(lerwood) and other speakers that a great
deal of the money spent on education is
wasted and involves also a waste of time for
-the student. The young people are not being
absorbed in the particular lines for which
they are receiving technical education. There
-arc various reasons why they have not been
-absorbed, but something should be done on
the lines suggested by the member for Sus-
Sex (Mr. Pickering) to alter the policy. I
am convinced that this State cannot afford to
-vote this aomouit of money year after year
for education. We have a vote of £E559,000
this year. Last year it was £E529,000 and
was excessed to the extent of £26,000. We
do not know by bow much this year's vote
will be excessed before June next. It bas
been stated that young people who have re-
-ceived technical education in special classes
lhave not been absorbed, and the same applies
'to some who have taken University honours.
Sonic have even hiar[ to leave (lie State. The
Premier mentioned that if we received any
vote from the Federal Government, the peo-
ple of this State would be taxed to meet it.
I do not agree with the Premier in this. It
is the duty of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, equally with the State Government, to
attend to the education of the people. West-

-emn Australia is carrying on under conditions
totally different from the other States. Take
tht amount of gold which the Commonwealth
commandeered under the War Precautions Act
and took advantage of. Take the number of
secondary industries maintained in the East-
ern States by the consumers of Western Aus-
tralia. Every parent and child of this State
is subject to the enormous tariff on wvearing
apparel and food products, while the Eastern
States are reaping the advantage of the enor-
mnous tariff on importations. The other States,
too, have reaped the advantage of our gold
yield, which represents two-thirds of the gold
production of the Commonwealth. It is up
to the Commonwealth Government to assist us
in the matter of education. We cannot afford
to let our children go without proper edpca-
tion. We must keep in line with other eon-
trice. We must have technical skill equal
to that imparted in other countries. The great
object shouild be to eon~entrate our efforts
on education which will be of advantage to
the children of this State, particularly ele-
tricity, chemistry, and kindred subjects. In
future there might be a great need for men
skilled in these subjects. While the State
cannot absorb those who are receiving edu-
cation , other parts of the Commonwealth are
doing so, and are gting the benefit of edn-
cation imparted at the cost of this State. It
is time, therefore, that the policy was recon-
sidered and altered. In our rural schools we
are not giving that technical education which
should be given. The matter of manual
classes should be considered. We have ap-
plied for manual class courses for various
country centresi and the rep~ly has been that

there is no money to provide buildings. We
could put up bough sheds and provide re-
ceptacles for the tools and country boys
should not be prevented from deriving the
benefits of manual training on the plea that
tlmere is no money to provide buildings. The
boys in the agricultural districts should be
given a knowledge of bush carpentering and
blacksmithing. Many of them go on to farms
and have to handle costly machinery. There
are teachers capable of imparting the
necessary instruction and we should
take advantage of their ability. Suit-
able opportunities could be afforded
through the parents and citizens' associa-
tions, by working bees if necessary, under
which the necessary manual training could be
given. I hope the Premier will take a note
of what I am saying. The ,matter has been
emphasised during this debate and also on
various other occasions, and it must not he
forgotten that the cities are dependent upon
the primary industries. We know too, and
have known for years that it is impossible
for cities to progress without the develop-
mnt of the hinterland. Four years ago the
member for Roebourne and I, when discuss-
ing this Vote, mentioned what should have
been done, and we advocated what is now
taking place in connection with the visit of
Mr. Jones, the Queensland cotton expert. We
urged at that time that the children at the
schools should be educated on the subject of
the growing of cotton. I suggested that every
schmoel throughout our rural districts should
he supplied with seeds, not only of cotton
but of flax and tobacco, and I also advocated
experimenting with the growth of sugar beet.
If notice had been taken of what I then sug-
gested, we should be in the position
of knowing a great deal about what we are
only endeavouring to learn, at the present
time-mainly in regard to pests and climatic
conditions-and we would have had all the
necessary data to place before the Queens-
land expert. It is not too late even now to
distribute seeds amongst the schools. We
know that Germany forged ahead very
rapidly when she began the growth Of Sugar
beet for her owna consumption. I an, satis-
fled that even with the competition of
Queensland sugar cano it wvould be a good
proposition for Western Australia to embark
on the production of sugar beet. Certainly
no time should be lost in carrying out tests
in this and other directions. I trust that the
muanual training classes will be taken
throughout our country districts to a greater
extent than has been done in the past.

'Mr. PIESSE (.Toodyay) [9.20]: 1 cannot
allow the debate to conclude without offering
a word of praise to the Education Department
for that excellent exhibition now to be seen
in Barrack-street. In that display there is to
be seen what wvas referred to by the member
for North-East Fremnantle (Iron. W. C. Ang-
win), and there is shown as well the work of
the children who are taught at the different
schools. Not only is there to be seen an ex-
cellent display of clothing made by the child-
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ren, but many splendid exhibits of preserves.
The scope of educational training is almost
uliimited, There are also on view some ex-
cellent devices for farm use, and I am sure,
when the children responsible for the products
go on the land-as many of them will un-
do~ubterily do-the training which they have
gained in the rural schools will stand them in
good stead. The Leader of the Opposition
referred to the large number of youths who
have gained some knowledge and training at
the technical schools. We know that these
schools teach engineering, metal work, and
blacksniithing, all of which will be beneficial
to the students who may afterwards take up
land. Unfortunately we have practically neg-
lected the scientific side of agricultural train-
ing. I wrish to say a few words about the future
which, in my opinion, exists in this State for
the small landholder. Only to-day I noticed
that the dried fruit industry-and particu-
larly the Australia'] product-is receiving at-
tention in Canada. The Australian article is
welcomed there, and, ac-ting I have no doubt
from patriotic; motives, the desire of the
Canadians seems to he to accord preferential
treatment to Empire products. From iny
knowledge of the dried fruit industry I conk-
sider there is an immense future for Westerii
Australia in that direction, and it is here that
I feel there is a great prospect for the youth
o-7 the State and at a very small outlay. It
will cost anything up to £1l,000 to equip the
average farnm with stock, farming im-
plements and buildings, to say noth-
iag of clearing and fencing, and for innr-h
less than that, it is possible to establish a
vineyard proposition of 100 acres, which, in a
few years gives a better return than dues the
average farm. In that way it is possible to
get a greater profit from a smaller outlay.
On the question of the opportunities for the,
ladl of to-day who desires to go on the land,
I do0 not share the fears of the Leader of the
Opposition who declared that the opportuni-
ties are becoming restricted to a serious de-
gree. There is an immense area of land avail-
able for seettlers, and I hope that when we
reach the vote dealing with agricultural de-
icepinent we shall be able to impress upon
the Governiment the need for specil atten-
tion being given to grouo settlements with
the view of placing our own people on them
as well as those who come from overseas. I
repeat that the field is wide and the prospects
were never brighter.

'Mr. LAIMERT (Coolgardie) [9.25): Like
other members I feel that the vote of the
Education Department, increasing annually'
as it is, is justified, but we haze the right
to question whether we get value for the
money which is being spent. In many re-
spects I do sot think we are getting value.
It is all very well for members to try to
build a bridge between the time when a boy
or girl leaves school until the time at which
the children arrive at their capecity to earn
a livelihood. We kndir that in this State the
opportunities for boys or girls are few. That

is regrettable, but at the same time there is
required in this State a big overhauling of
our system of technical education. In the
Perth Technical School probably the amount
expended there alone-however useful the in-
stitution may be-could be cat down consider-
ably. Only a little time ago one of the lead-
ing officials of the State, in receipt of a
salary of £800 a year, told me that he spent
his spare time at this technical school learn-
iog joinery and making furniture for his
home. That kind of thing inm going oti to a.
greater or lesser degree at the present time,
and the amount charkged for technical educa-
tion in munny of the classes is so, small that
it is eagerly paid by those who desire to fol-
low their own particular fads or fancies.
It is no good spending a considerable sui
of money on engineering or chemistry for
instance, when the opportunities in this State
arc so few and far between. Parents to-day
are -it their wits end to know in which direc-
tion to employ their boys. This is largely
due to thme fact that the Government lack a
sound policy in the direction of opening up
avenues for employable lads in Western Aus-
tralia. If the Government wvere to spend less
in snaking spectacular displays by way of
technically educating the boys, it might be
possible to arrange a better balance of the
system which, as it is to-dayr, is operating
detrimentally.

Mr. Teesdale- Why not include private emn-
plovers; why should the Government provide
everything?

Mr. LAMERT: It is for the Government
to adopt a policy by which these openings
can be provided. It is because private enter-
prise, which the hon. member stands behind,
fails to carry out its share, that the Gov-
eruynemt are obliged to step in. I believe in
giving all boys the fullest opportunity for
education. But I would stop short of ex-
ploiting boys and making of them slaves
under the pretext that they are learning trades
and professions. That is where I part com-
pany with my honourable friend. There are
many opportunities for widening oar scope
in practical education, particularly in- the
rural districts. If there be one problem in
rural Western Australia, which is important
to-day, it is practical, scientific cultivation.
That can only be supplied by proper techni-
cal knowledge, which in turn can only be
given by an ap~prcciation of the benefit chemis-
try has bestowed in assisting the agricul-
tu'rist. To-day many men on the land have no
technical knowledge of chemistry. It is all
very well to teach the youth to stand bohinaI
the plough or the harvester.

The Colonial Secretary: He rides on both
nowadays.

The Premier: He never did stand behind
the plough

Mr. Teesdale: Even boys 'know that the
ploughman does not walk behind the ploughi.

Mr. LA3IBETT When I was serving my
apprenticeship) I walked behind the plough.
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Mr. Teesdale: You have never seen a
Plough.

Mr. LAMBERT: I have seen men fitted fqr
nothing better than holding a plough.

Mrf. Money: Better that than nothing.
Mr. LAMBERT: If the Government out

realised the good that even an elementary
knowledge of chemistry would do for the
farmers' sons, it would bne much better f or
the State. We ought to have agricultural
chemists lecturing in every rural district.

The Premier: That does, not come under
this vote. That is under the Agrtiultural
Estimates.

Mr. LAMBERT: No, we have the Nar-
rogin Agricultural School under this vote. It
is regrettable to see how few subjects are
taught in such a school. It may be a very
worthy institution, but considerable good
would be done if its scope were enlarged.
We ought to have agricultural chemists travel-

ig around the rural districts.
Mr. Mann, There is such an offier.
Mr. LAMBERT; If there is, I1 have never

heard of him. I suppose he is samne officer
dwe~liing in the inagination of the hon.
miember.

Mr. Mann: What about -Mr. Newmari?
Mr. LAMBERT: Mr. Newman is not an

agricultural chemist. He is an economic envto-
mologist. Of course it is all the same to the
member for Perth. The technical ignorance
of the average farmer to-clay is appalling.
He has no knowl~edge of analyses of soils, of
what should operate under normal climatic
ecralitions in his district, of the scientific
cultivation and working of the soil, or of
otter things of the sort. Farmers' sons have
no opportunity for acquiring Practical know-
ledge. Hundreds of boys and girls are at-
tending technical schools on subjects which
the member for Pilbara describes as ''frills.''
IMany of those things could be cut out. It
should not be necessary to send a girl to a
technical school in order to learn ordinary
domnestic cooking. There is on the Estimates
a big item for that. It ought to be cut right
out. If £5,000 or £10,000 per innurn were
spent on practical agricultural chemists tour-
ing the districts, much good would result.
Even the Premier recognises the great benefit
which the application of agricultural eheniis-
trj has been to the productivity of the soil.
Only a little time ago I showed the House
that Germany, while at war, had learned to
produce fixed nitrogen from the atmosphere.
That is an enterprise in which the Federal
Government should take a hand. They talk
in their flamboyant way about the protection
of this continent. As a matter of fact this
continent is as helpless as a band of abo-
rigines, because we have no substance from
which to make explosives. Yet Germany, for
her own protection against the world, and
with a view to increasing the productivity of
her soil, learned to extract fixed nitrogen
from the atmosphere, and managed to sell it
at a Price never previously dreamt of. In
Australia if one wants a pound of nitrogen,
one has to buy it from overseas. The State

Government should point out the remissness
of the Federal Government in this direction.
It is a serious thing, not only for the defence
of Australia, hut also for the development Of
the agricultural industry. I believe that in
many of these directions, for instance in the
amount spent on comparative frill in our tech-
nical schools, great reductions could be
effected. In other ways also the Vote could
be lessened without impairing the usefulness
of our educational institutions.

Item, Director of Education and Under
Secretary, £960:

Mr. PICKERING: It seems to me it should
he possible for the director to roorganise the
department. 'We find there are two sere-
toiries and two large bodies of clerks em-
ployed. It should he possible for the whole
of' the clerical administration to be under one
head.

Hon. P. Collier: Where are the two secre-
taries?

Mr. PICKERING: One is the secretary of
the technical schools.

Hon. P. Collier: But he is under quite an-
olher head.

Air. PICKERING: They should all be
under one departint instead of there being
twvo stagfs. [t should be an instruction to the
director from this Committee to reduce the
administrative cost of the department. This
year the Vote is increased by £3,507. Ap-
parently the director has no intention of re-
dueiisg the staff under his control. If we do
mnt express our strong convictions in this eon-
nection, we shall never mave economy brought
abhout. if economy is possible, it is so in the
directions 7 have indicated.

The PREMIER: The hon. member does
not indicate whiere time expenditure is to be
reduced[.

Mr. Pickering: in tue cost of administra-
tion.

The PREMIER. That is a very general
statement.

M1r. Pickering: And by amalgamation of
offices. I am not the Minister in charge. You
should be able to put up a scheme. You can-
not expect private memnbers to do it.

The PREMIER: What is the use of merely
telling the Minister for Education that he
must reduce his expenditure? I, too, want to
reduce the cost. The secretary to the depart-
ment is a very busy man, attending to the
wvork of opening country schools, especially
in connection with group settlemrents. The
expenditure amounts to £550,000 per aRumee,
and the director and the secretary are both
doing excellent work.

Vote put and passed.
Department of Public Health (Hon. B. S.

Sampson, Minister.)
Vote-Medlicaj and Public Health, £49,585:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY ANDI
MINISTER FOR PUBLIC HEALTH (Hon.
R. S. Sampson-Swan) [9.481: For the whole
of the activities shown under the heading of
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''Minister I or Puiblic Health" the expendi-
ture for the year has totalled £180,093.

1Hon. P. Collier: What have you done with
the money?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There is
-no difficulty in spending the money. The
great difficulty is to find money for necessary
works. I must adnit that in some instances it
bas been found impossible to provide all the
money required for efficient service. The re-
veaue for the past year amounted to £46,452.
The activities of the department are naturally
increasing year by year. The State is grow-
ing, hospital accommodation and health activi-
tics axe increasing, and hence the need for
further hospitals, and the justification for
the Hospitals Bill recently brought down.
During the past year a now po'licy has been
inaugurated in certain districts. On the lit
January of this year the position of district
medical officer was abolished in those districts
where there were two or more medical men.
The right to send eases into Government hos-
pitals has been arranged, and those medical
gentlemen treat indigent cases. Since doctors
are able to follow their patients into the
hospitals, the system of intermediate hos-
pitals has been introduced into Western Aus-
tralia. As explained recently, when the Hos-
pitals Bill was before the House, those pa-
tients who are unable to pay the full charges
of private hospitals, are admitted into Govern-
mnent institutions, and are there charged an
amount somewhat lower, and not necessarily
representing the full extent of the cost to the
State for their accommodation. However,
something is paid, and thus the principle of
intermediate hospitals has been brought into
operation. It is considered that the new ar-
rangement will place the hospitals on a much
better f ooting.

Mr. Mann: How do you propose to save
£51,000 odd?

Hon. P. Collier: By the Hospitals Bill.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

amount shown on the Estimates is for
a six months' period. Summarised, the
activities of the medical section include
the direct management of 21 general
hospitals, the Wooroloo Sanatorium, the
King Edward Memorial Hospital for women,
and 311 public and committee hospitals
throughout the State. In these insti-
tutions there are approximately, 1,800
beds, which fact gives some slight idea of
the extent of the department's work,
and also of the extent of the State's bene-
ficial activities with respect to public health.
As hon. members are perhaps aware, the three
large metropolitan hospitals, namely, the
Perth Hospital, the Children's Hospital,
and the Fremiantle Hospital are nil in
financial difficulties. In order to give some
relief to those institutions, the Estimates have
been correspondingly increased. As regards
the' Perth Hospital, it has been proved
that the aecommodalion for women's surgical
cases is inadequate.-utterly inadequate, 1 4
may say. Additional money is provided on
the Estimates to meet that need. Further,
representationas have -been made regarding

the urgent need for the provision at a large
hospital such as the Perth Hospital of,
a pathological department. No other hos-
pital of similar size in the Commonwealth is
withoub pathologists, land 'undoubtedly the
proper work of the hospital is restricted, be-
cause of the want of a pathological depart-
mieat. Money is provided in order to meet
this need. It will be noted, on reference to
the Estimates, that in regard to items deal-
ing with Government hospitals, public hos-
pitals, assisted hospitals, the Wcoroloo Sana,-
toriun,, and district medical officers, amounts
have been provided for six months only. The
lontg awaited Hospitals Bill, which will pro-
vide for the other six months, has been intro-
duced, the main object of the measure being
to systemnatise and co-ordinate the medical and
hospital services of the State, and to place
the finances of the service and of the in-
stitntions on a much sounder fvoting thtan at
present.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Sounder! It will
prove to he the other way about,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I assure
the hon. member that the passing of the
Hospitals Dili will prove of great advantage
to hospitals generally, not only in the metro-
politan area, but throughout the State.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It will put them in
a worse position than they have ever been in
yet.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There is
no doubt that for some time past the hospital
service has in various directions been strayed,
owing to the inability of tho Consolilated Re-
venue to meet the demands made upon it.

Mr. Piecering: Which hospitals are those?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:' I have

already mentioned three.
Mr. Teesdale: At Roebourne the walls of

the Government hosp~ital are falling down
and the floors are falling in and the windows
are falling out.

Hon. P. Collier: That is owing to the ne-
glect of thre local people.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The im-
migration policy will involve added demands
upon the hospital service of the State. It is
only reasonable to presume that a certain
number of cuses will reach the hospitals from
those districts which are receiving the bene-
fit of the immigration policy. Districts in
which group settlemeats are lcated, for in-
stance, must receive consideration. The pas-
sing of the Hospitals Bill will plane mo-re
money at the disposal of the hospital au-
thorities for their humanitarian work. How-
ever, I do not know that the Hospitals Bill
requires anty further commendation at my
hands. The measure speaks for itself. Under
the heading of "Homes for the Aged'' we
have the Old Men's Home at Claremont and
the Women's Home at Fremantle. In
connection with both institutions a most
neces-nry work is being carried on very
sympathe tic ally. Comparing this year 's
expenditure with last year's in the mat-
ter of nuhie health, there is an increase of
only £219. This small increase is more than
accounted for by the appointment of a pro-
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posed second school health inspector. That
appointment has been authorised for several
years past, but the Government have not so
far seen their way clear to make the neces-
sary financial provision. Consequently, the
medical inspection of school children has by
210 illCafs kept pace with the increasing
ntunb-,r of scholars. The work of the
second officer, when appointed, wxill be
carried out on the goldfieluds, and in
the countr 'Y districts, the inork there
having remained untouched for years. It
is recog, nised that the services of this second
officer are badly needed. I commend the
Estimates of the Department of Public Health
to hon, members. The work being done is
continually expanding. It is work which
calls for increasing amounts of money, as
well as for much consideration and much
sympathy. Last year's expenditure was not
quite as high as the previous year 's. Never-
thelrnts, the services rendered were in no way
diminished. Every case, so far as I am
aware, has been given due consideration, and
without exception the departmnt has en-
deavoured to carry into effect those prin-
ciples which should be found in every
civilierdl country where the care and atten-
tion of the sick poor is uppermost in their
mind$.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10.1]1 am
glad I gave tlhe Minister the opportunity to
place his interesting statement before the
Committee. I am also pleased that the at-
tention of the Committee has been drawn to
the fact that a saving of £E51,000 is to be
effected.

Hon. W. C'. Angwin: That is not a saving.
Mr. PICKERING: It means that so much

less will he spent.
Hun. P. Collier: The Government will take

it out of the left, instead of out of the right
hand pocket.

'Mr. PICKERING: I understand the 'Min-
ister is; counting on the passage of the Hos-
pitals Bill through the Assembly.

The Colonial Secretary: I am counting on
your support, too.

Mr. PICKERING: I will give the Bill
the support it merits. I desire to lodge a
protest agansst the amount of subsidy given
to assisted hospitals, in comparison with
other institutions. In my own electorate we
have ain assisted hospital, which has been
carried on and maintained in the district for
years past. We have considerable difficulty
in maintaining that hospital in a state of
efficiency, and in providing for all necessary
rcquircments. The row hoed by those
assisted hospitals is very hard indeed. The
people of Busselton contribute ai large amount
to maintain the hospital, hut at the present
time it is in debt for three months' stores,
and adequate provision for linen supplies and
other requisites cannot be made-

Hon. P. Collier: 'What about organising
a linen tea?

Mr. PICKERING: If it is the intention
of the Commnittee to endorse the policy aod-
vocated by the Royal Commission on Hos-
pitals, then the necessary assistance should
be rendered to the Busselton Hospital as
quickly as possible, because the need is
urgent. I have approached me Minister with
a view to getting a reasonable advance for
the hospital. If the diffliculty is ap' t overcome
shortly, it will be impossible for the com-
mittee to continue their services. A serious
position will confront the department if
they cannot comply with requests for
reasonable assistance. I regret having to
place this matter before the Committee, but
h, viewv of the attitude which is being adopted,
it is neess9ary to ventilate the position. I
hope the 'Minister will be able to find reason-
able assistance for the Busseltosi hospital. I
.-n sure that the subscriptions will be in-
uienscd during the year if possible.

The Colonial Secretary: Busselton has many
cqpeieial advantages.

Mr. PICKERING: I would like to know
what thcy ace.

The Colonial Secretary: It is in the South-
'West, on the eoast, and has a live member.

Mr. PICXERING: I do not know that
that assists very much in these air-
cumatan-ca. I want to impress upon
the 'Minister the urgent necessity for aiding
nssi~tL-d ho-spitals throughout the State.I
trust he wvill ret ogaise that the urgency of
the matter is immediate and cannot he post-
ponedl indefinitely till such time as the Hos-
pitals Bill is lassod by Parliament. I hope
the Minister will reconsider his decision aid
furnish the assistance that is required.

'Mr. WYILOOCK (Geraldta) [10. 71: 1
do not wish to take zip mnuch time in dis-
ciissing health matters generally, but I wish
to refer to the employment of nurses and the
conditions under -whicht they are wVorked. If
there is any one feature that is a scandal and
disgrace to us it is the conditions under which
the nurses are employed.

The Colonial Secrbtary: The conditions are
no worse here than elsewhere,

Mr. WILLCOCK: They are as bad here
as they are in any other part of the world.
The Minister on behalf of the Health Depart-
ment in answering a question in the Leg-
isative Council, said that the nurses had to
work 12 hours and had to work hard too.
The 'Minister knows -what nurses hare to do
to-day. There is a certain amount of work
that they have to get through before they
can knock off and when the timne comes for
their shift to conclude, if that work is not
finished, they have to continue until it is done.

The Colonial Secretary: Nurses are won-
derful workers.

Mr. WILLCOCR: All that is best in ]human
nature in those women is exploited for a mis-
erahlo pittance.

The Colonial Secretary: I say, in all sin-
cerity, that they are wonderful workers.

'Mr. WlL~CCK: But their humanitarian-
ismi is exploited. If there is anything to
make us rise in revolt it should be the way
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these nurses are treated. Some women who are
nurses have left good positions in order to
take up that profession, because they believe
that they will be able to do something to re-
lieve suffering in these institutions.

Mr. Teesdale: They. are well fed and housed
well.

Mr. WILLOOCK: They are not fed well.
'Mr. Teesdale: Do you say that in these big

public institutions they are not treated well!
'Mr, WILLCOCK: They are treated well in

some respects but they have no recreation.
They never know when they are on or off.
They cannot make arrangements to go any-
whire because they do not know if they cat'
be released. The autocracy of the matrons
in charge is such that they are not told -when
they will be free.

The Colonial Secretary: That is not always
the case.

Mr. WILLOOCE: It is very often so, The
result is that nurses cannot say that they will
be able to fulfil any engagement of a social
nature.

The Colonial Secretary: Equally with the
nurses, the matrons are fine women.

Mr. WILLOOCK: They are imbued with a
high idealism and they take these positions
for miserable pittances. It is shameful, and
it is time something was done to see that
women who take positons. of this description
ehould be more fittingly recompensed for their
services. Dr. Saw, when discussing this mat-
ter last year, said that many women broke
down in the course of their trainin and
many others broke down alter their taining
had been completed. That is a strong inadict-
ment upon the present system of training
nurses. It seems shocking that the training
of nurses should be such that they break
4oen under it.

Wr. Teesdale: When the Hospitals Bill is
passed, it will make the position better.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: No, it will make it
worse.

Mr. Teesdale: It cannot be much worse
than is suggested now.

Mr. -WELLCOCE: When the Minister in
,another place was asked if he knew of any
other section of the community who workedI
as hard as the nurses, he replied ''Yes, the
medical profession."

The Colonial Secretary: Who answered that
question?

Mr. W]2ULOOCE: The Minister for Edu-
cation in another place. His reply was a
sarcastic one. No one would say that doctors
have to toil long hours for such a miserable
pittance as 15s. a week.

The Colonial Secretary: Mfany doctors get
very little.

Mr. WILLCOCK: 'Nurses have a lot of
hard work to do in a certain time, and they
have to do it before they can get any rest.
I do not think the Minister in another place
should have replied in that sarcastic vein
when he was asked a question regarding the
eriployment of nurses. There is no comnpari-
son between the doctors' work and that of the
nurse.

The Colonial Secretary: Both professions
are strenuous. The doctor never has any timeo
to himself and ho may be called up at all
hours.

Mr. WILtiCOCK: A doctor has a lot of
recreation and can arrange his social affairs
to suit himself. It is ridiculous to compare
the conditions under which doctors and nurses
work.

The Colonial Secret-ay I do not know that
either profession is very aittractive fronm that
poeint of view.

Mr, WVTLLCQ)CK: As to the attractiveness
of the professions, I do not know that any
of us would refuse to be a doctor if that
couitrse were open to us. The trouble is that
the ordinary individual cannot afford to train
his children for that profession. If it were
possible I think a lot of our boys would he
given that training and then there would net
be so much trouble as to what should be done
with thenm ini future life. There would not
he so ninny youths going in for agricultural
labouring and so forth.

The Colonial Secetary: A farmer is more
inidependent.

hir. WILLOOCK: I do not see too many
farmers running around the place in motor
cars;. I do not disparage what doctors do
and I do not deny that the medical profession
is one we all look up to. At the sme time,
when we consider the conditions under which
nurses are working, it is a scandal and dis-
grace. Mfembers of this Chamber are respon-
sible for not seeing that the position is al-
tered.

Mr. Teesdale: If things are so bad, how do
you account for the fact that there is always
a surplus waiting to commence training?

Mr. WfLLCOOK: The hon. member knows
that womnen have their ideals. There are good
women and bad women, but there are many
goad women who have ideals. They want to do
something to relieve suffering and it is they
who seek to take up the profession of nursing.
Becnause of their ideals they are flagrantly
exploited. Fifteen shillings a week for 12
hours' hard work a day on seven days in the
week!

Mr. Teesdale: lit the first year?
Mr. WILLOOCK: In the first, second and

third Nears. In the first year they are put
on to the niost disagreeable part of the work.
If there is anything calculated to drive them
out of the profession, it is the disgraefil
and dirty work they arc p~ut on to during
the first 12 months-washing dirty Chinamen.

R~on. P. Collier: And Nor-Westers.
Mr. WVILLOCIC Young girls are put on

to wash the dirtiest diseased people who are
taken to the hospital. Fancy a girl with an
idealistic turn of mind being put on to wash
a dirty Chow front William-street or James-
street mnd clean his toe nails, etc. Cleaning
toe nails is one of the things insisted on.

The Colonial Secretary: Who told you that?
Mr. WIhLCOCK: The Mfinister can ascer-

tain that from any of the girls.
The Colonial Secretary: I have had many

periods in hospital., but have not had that
experience.
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Air. Teesdale: Are you right in saying that
the girls do that? Do not the wardamnac do
it,

Mr. WILLOOCK: No, the girls do it.
Members do not understand what these girls
have to do. The sooner we realise how they
are exploited, the soonier will their conditions
be improved. If we knew exactly what went
on, it would not ho tolerated for another day.

The Colonial Secretary: I know they have
other unpleasant work, but the idea is to sift
oat those most qualified, and those who re-
utain are wonderfully good.

Mr. WfL.LCOCK: And they are wonder-
fully underpaid too. Dr. Saw 's evidence is
quite sufficient for me. He says many of these
girls break down through over-work during
training. Now that the matter has been
brought under the notice of the Minister, be
should endeavour to effect improvements. The
concensus of opinion would be that these in-
tolerable conditions should not continue.

Mr. Teesdale: Everybody deplores it but,
if you will not give the Minister the vote,
what can be done?

Mr. WILLO OCX: We have not refused it.
Tf the Minister explained these things and
said it would cost £5,000 to effect an improve-
went, there would not be a dissentient. The
Mfinister would be on safe ground if he caused
* thorough inquiry to be made into the condi-
tions under which these girls work, which I
can only describe as intolerable.

'Mr. MTJLLANY (Menzies) [10.20]: The
j,..sent conditions of probationers in the vax-i-
otis hospitals should not be longer tolerated.
-They arc not getting due recompense for their
work while they are learning their profession;
t eithcr are they adequately recompensed when
they become professionals. Evidence was
taken by the Royal Commission on hospitals
from Mr. Eagleton, Secretary of the Perth
ilospitall. He was asked what remuneration
the nurses received, and he replied-

First-year nurses receive £18 per
annum with uniforms, keep, quarters and
washing. Their duties are confined to
nursing. The second-year nurse receives
£24 per annm, and the third year nurse
£36 per annum. After the third year
they become staff nurses; that is, if there
be any vacancies. They then jump to
£75 per annum.

Mr. Willcock: And a typist gets £204!
Mr. MTULLAN-: That is st,.
The Colonial Secretary: Those are special

OHMe~
Mr. MIULANY: Mr. Eaqleton continued-

The sisters are paid from £85 to £95.
Thoe are sisters competent to take charge of
a ward.

The matron, who is in charge of all
the nurses, is paid £150.

That is the highest remnunerationi one of these
noble women can receive in the service of the
State.

Day nurses are 10% hours on actual
duty, night nurses 10 hours; both work
six days per week. The condition of

nurses might be materially improved Ai
a tax were levied for hospital main-
ten ance.

That does not bear out the rcnxarks of the
member for Geraldton. I believe at the Perth
hospital the nurses have a regular day and
evenings off.

Mr. Willcock: They do not.
Atr. MTJLLANY: The Commission were

informed so.
Mr. Willeock: That is wrong.
Mr, MULLANY: In times of stress they

can'not be sure of getting their time off.
Hoa. P. Collier: They work 12 hours in

some eases.

Mr. MIJLLANY: That evidence was pub-
lished in the Pre% and the figures have not
been questioned by the nurses. I have no
desire to anticipate discussion on the Hos-
pitals Bill, but whether or not more money is
made available for the upkeep of the hos-
pitalsI it is a disgrace to ask these women to
work for such small remuneration. The Min-
ister should make an effort to improve the posi-
tion. When we consider the remuneration paid
to other women of equal age, wre mugt admit
that the amount paid to nurses is not suffi.
dient. There is no class of worker so poorly
paid ais hospital nurses, and there is no clas
who should be treated with greater considera-
tion than the noble women who devote their
lives to ministering to the sick.

Mr. Teesdale; Did you have any com-
plaintsi about the food?

Mr. MULLANY: No.
Mr. Willcock: Did you go to the Kalgoorlie

hospital I
Mr. MIJLLANY: Yes. Wherever we wvent

we made inquiries regarding the food, but
received no complaints. The Minister should
see that the nurses are paid on a hotter
scale.

Mr. Jr. H. SMITH (Nelson) [10.27]: 1
notice with regret that the Government pro-
pose to decrease the expenditure by E511567.

Hon. P. Collier: They are going to shut
up all the hospitals.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If there is one thing
the Governmnent should attend to, surely it is
the core of the sick and teedy. The hos-
pitals system is a crying disgrace to the Gov-
ernment. The Hospitals Bill has not heen
passed and, if the Government are antici-
pating revenue they have not received, they
may be making a grave blunder, because there
is no guarantee that the Bill will be passed
by Parliament. The hospitals in my district
ar~e practically run on charity, due to the
goodwill and large heartedness of the people.
the people in the country areas do not receive
the same attention as is given in the Perth
hospital. Since thme hospitals have been run
by committees of management, they have
proved to be a farce. No doubt the commit-
tee have done their best, but the present
state of affairs should not be allowed to con-
tinue. The present Minister and his pre-
deessor know of the struggle at the Jarna-
dup hospital. There has been a large increase
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in the population of that district and the
hospital is run principally on the collections,
made from timber and other workers. Since
the group settlers wvent there, they have pro-
vided no funds. It is due to the hunini-
tarian instincts of the dloctor, and to the as-
sistance of the hospital committee, that the
group settlers and their wives and families
have received medical attention. The doctor
has over £400 on his hooks which he will never
collect. Yet, on the Estimates, we find this
decrease of over £50,000. We could well do
with £10,00 in that part of the country. If
the Government intend to place further set-
tlers thtre, it is their duty to attend to the
health of the people and of the children
brought into the world. It is impossible to
get a nurse there, or even a room for a
nurse. Yet we arc asked to agree to this
dveren cd vote. It is a pity the Covern-
rn-nt do not wipe out a few of the heads
of the Lands and other departments and
give son,thing to the comntry hospitals.
The ]Bridgetown Hospital, and that at Green-
bushes, are continually cadging from the
people. Yet the Government have the cheek
to come here and ask us to reduce the vote
by over £50,000. It is all very well for
those who can afford to pay doctors, but I1
know of instances where doctors have re-
fused to go to places in country districts
unless they have been guaranteed their fees
beforehand. I hope someone who is more
familiar with procedure than I am will move
for a reduction of the vote in order to bring
about this increase. That, T understand, is
the only way in which an increase can be
brought nlbnut. Another thing that should
be considered by the Government is the
question of the nationalisation of medicine,
for we know there are no greater robbers
than the chemists. Chemists and doctors
seem to be able to charge whatever they like.
If you have money with which to pay, a
doctor will always be in the house to attend
to you, but if you bave not, a doctor will
call once, and perhaps before he calls
again Too may be dead. The Government
do not appear to be sincere in the matter.
What I want to know, too, is whether it is
proposed to make the tar retrospective. At
any rate I hope the Estimates of this par-
ticular department, as they appear before
us, will be kicked out as they deserve to be.

Mr. CHTSSON (Cue) [10.351: My com-
plaint on this matter deals more with the
methods adopted by the Health Department
in regard to country health boards. In the
Cue district, the hospital is controlled by the
secretnry of the road board, and numerous
letters have been received from the Health
Department on the subject of the finances
of the institution. r have an extract from
the "Murchison Times'" on this subject,
which I would like to read. It is as
follows:±-

Members of the local Health Board were
somewhat chagrined at the quantity and
two of the letters received at the meeting

of the Board last week, from Mr. Hetic,
secretary of the Dlepartmnent of Public
Health, Perth. The letters referred to,
one dlated 5th September, asked for a reply
to a letter of the 19th ult., regarding certain
questions raised hy him (Mr. Huelin) in
connection with the annual financial state-
mient of the Board.

This referred to the debit balance (£C100)
of the Health Board, and which members
have been trying to devise ways and means
of reducing without incurring additional
hardships on the already heavily taxed
ratepayers. Eventually the Board decided
to carry out the sanitary work by contract,
the Board's officer still to carry on the
charging up and collection of accounts.
By this means a considerable saving in
vost, will he effected.

On September 18, the Department's
secretary again wrote, acknowledging the
receipt of a letter from the Board (12th
inst.) regarding the financial position of
the Board of Health, and stated: ''It is
noted that one of the reasons for the ap-
parently' high charge for secretarial duties
was due to the collection of sanitary
charges, but as the services will in future
be carri'-d out by the contractor, who no
doubt will collect his own fees, the duties
referred1 to should he considerably reduced.
It is also noted that a portion of the
amount received from the Hospital is to
be placed to the credit of the Health
account, but this is surely not a legitimate
way of bringingr about a reduction referred
to in my previous correspondence, and in
view of the fact that the Health adminis-
ration work will be largely reduced, it is
considered th't a similar reduction should
he made in the item: ''Secretary £192

The chairman said the Board haed given
much consideration to the au'stioa of
flealt", finances, which were £100 behind
last ye.9r. Tt was absolutely neeeary
their sanitary service should be maintained
at its present efficiency, and after due
thought it had bern decided to let one man
carry out the work on contract, under the
Bard's supervision. They hoped to right
matters in this way. He thought the
Board was capable to run its own affairs,
and took strong exception to the letters
from the Department's secretary. It was
harassin", to men who put their time
freely to the work of carrying out local
Government duties. It would be quite
different if the Board was not trying to
improve the position. In any ease Mr.
Huelin shou-ld know the Board meets only
once a month. The question seemed to be
now who was running the Boardi and how
far Mr. Raelin's authority exfrndedl

Other members also strongly resented
the attitude of Mr. Huelin, contending they
were doing their best in the interest of the
Board and ratepayers, and now had the
finances In a better Position.
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It was resolved to send the letters on to
the Road Board Association, asking that
body how far the Department could inter-
fere with the work of the local authorities

The day after the meeting, yet another
letter was received referring to the same
matter.

The board are doing their best ia the ex-
isting circumstances. The Health Depart-
ment, however, have nothing to do 'with the
matters the board have taken in hand. These
questionst concern the local board, and the
local board should be allowed to run their
own business in their own way. I know of
other instances which prove that the Health
Department are harassing other people as
well. IF have been told of cases where they
have adopted extraordinary measures in
order to secure paymients which they claimed
were due for medical services rendered. In
one ease the secretary of the Wealth Depart-
meat sent the police to -some people in order
to compel them to pay. The Health Depart-
ment should give every consideration to
people who are in indigent circumstances,
and not adopt the drastic method of forcing
the police to compel people to pay, espeislly
when the people in question have no means
whatever of paying. Reference has been
made to the inadequate payment of nurses.
I endorse everything that has been said in
that respect. T visit the Woorolco Sana-
torium frequently, and know how the pro-
bationers there are worked, and the miser-
able pittance they receive. Some of these
girls in the first 12 months received 7s. Od.
per week. At the present time the amount
has been increased to 10s. Of course we al
know that the profession is a noble one, but
at the same time the girls who are engaged
in it should receive something approaching
a living wage. I trust the Minister will take
heed of my remarks in respect of the depart-
ment sending out letters to those boards that
are doing goad work in an honorary capacity.

lion. W. C. ANGW(N (North-East Fre-
mantle) f 10.401:- 1 realise the difficulty ex-
isting in dliscussing these Estimates on ac-
crannt of the Hospital Bill which is before the
House.

The Colonial Secretary: Tihe aniount which
will be raised tinder thec Hospitals Pill will
hi' that whichi will he required this year for
the upkeep of the hospitals in the State for
siv mtonths only.

Hoin. W, V. ANOIN: There are very
few honi. members it-o have given this matter
ornnsideration, but they will realise that we
will have to pay for the 12 monthis, and not
for the six months, and if the whole period
had been provided for, the Estimates would
show, not n decrease of £51,000, but an in-
crease of over £14,000. The Hospitals Bill
provides for the eollertion of revenue for a
pW nod of six months,. but the Government

shudhave made provision for the hospitals
for the whole year. When the Bill comes on
for discussion T expect to he able to point

out that the hospitals will he in a far worse
position under that legislation than they have
ever been in before.

The Colonial Secretary: It is estimated
that the Consolidated Revenue will be relieved
to the extent of £100,000.

Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN:- I will argue that
when the 4i11 comes before us. There is in
the department a system whicht I have euidea*
vonred to remedy. It is that the Health De-
pnrtment becoames the board for a number of
districts. Instead of throwing the responsi-
bility on local boards or creating other local
boards when the area is too large for one,
the department takes control of the health of
country districts and calls for tenders for the
sanitary work in those districts. It is said
the sanitary work pays for itself, because the
contractor collects the feet. However, it
means that we have health inspectors travel-
ling about the State to see that the work is
carried out, amid the cost of their salaries and
travelling expenses falls on the State. There
is no necessity for that, because under the
Health Act no secretary can be appointed to
a road board district unless he holds the Royal
Sanitary Institute's certificate. Thus he has
all the qualifications of the departmental in-
spectors, and so thle supervision could be done
locally, which would result in considerable
sa~ing. I do not think the Government have
acted fairly this year in respect of the Wooro-
1wi- Saaatoriumu. Wooroloo was brought into
existence principally to assist those broken
down by iiners' complaint. During last year,
for economy's sake, the Government have
taken men frotm the sanatorium and sent them
ti the Old Men's Home. Dr. Mitchell, in
charge at Wooroloo, is one of the best special-
ists in Australia. Yet instead of taking his
advice, the department accepts the advice of
another officer employed centrally, who is sent
up to examine the patients and decide who
are to go to the Old Men's Home. Dr. Mit-
chell is sympathetic towards his patients, and
perhaps because of that has lost a good deal
of his control over the institution. I had a
letter of. complaint f rom a patient in regard
to the bread supplied. Air. lBroun, who was
their Colonial Secretary, investigated it and
promised an alteration. They have a first-
class hakehouse which u-as giving every satis-
faction, but tme department thought it was
c sting too much and, in consequence, bread
n-as sent from Perth. According to the com-
plaint I received, those patients who had no
nieney had to go without bread, because the
bread sent up was not fit to eat.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

The Colonial Secretary: I was there a few
days ago, when they were baking bread.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:- I expect that was
because of my complaint.

Mr. Broun: A change was made.
Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: When certain

patients were removed from Wooroloo, some
of them said they preferred to take their
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swags and go into the bush rather than go
to the Old Men'Is Home.

Mr. Chesson: That is quite true.
Mr. Broom: Some of them should not have

been there.
The Colonial Secretary: If they are not

suffering from T.B., they should not be there.
Honl. W. C. ANtIWIN: They must have

been suffering from ,it when admitted.
Patients suffering from any incurable disease
should be made as comfortable as possible.
One or two of those put out have since died.
I hope the Committee will see to it that
Dr. Mitchell is allowed a free hand in running
the institution in the best interests of the
patients.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. R.
S. Sasupson-Swan-in reply) (10.55]: The
published statements that patients are not
admitted unless able to pay is entirely false.
Wooroloo is for the reception of all suffering
from T.B. or other wasting diseases, irrespec-
tive of their ability to pay. Consideration
and treatment are exactly the same for all.
Dr. Mitchell and his staff, including the ma-
tron and nurses, are all of very high order.

Mr. Alann: The complaint is that Dr. Mit-
chell is interfered with by administration
from Perth.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
quite wrong. There is no interference
whatever.

Mr. Kann: Is it left to him to say what
patients shall go out of Wooroloo '

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: All ques-
tions of medical treatment at Wooroloo are
left to Dr. Mfitchell. Of course, some
business arrangements are Carried out in
the Perth office. Dr. Mitchell determines
whether or not a patient shall be received.

Air. Chesson: Did not a Perth doctor go
up to Wooroloo and order out a lot of
patients?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am
advised that they were not suffering from
T.D.

Mr. Chesson: They were not shifted by-
the direction of Dr. Mitchell.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: They
were not suffering from T.B., and conse-
quently were not qualified to remain there.
It has been said that unless a patient pays
he is not welcome. That is not correct.
Patients are not harassed for payment for
treatment. The utmost consideration is ex-
tended to them.

Itenm, Commissioner for Public Health and
Principal MAedical Officer, £1,080:

'Mr. WILICOCK: There is a new regula-
tion regarding the payment of fees. Matrons
having been instructed that no set fees shall
be charged, make an inquisitorial examina-
tion of the financial position of patients and
are entitled to impose such payments as they
think fit.

Mr. A. Thomson : Do not the doctors
decide?

Mr. WTLLCOCK: So. It is left to the
matron. The doctors are not very pleased
ab out being pushed out.

Mr. Broun Do you mean fixing the
doctor's fee?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes. This has occurred
since the bon. member left office.

The Colonial Secretary: If a person can
pay, he should pay.

My. WTLLOOC'k : Quite so, but there
should be a scale of fees. If anyone can
pay well and good, but if not, other
arrangements should be made to recompense
the doctor. The matrons at Kalgoorlie,
Collie, Geraldton and Bunbury might fix
different fees for similar cases. This is mot
a businesslike method.

Hlon. P. Collier: It might depend on
friendship with the doctor.

Mr. NVILLCOCK: The doctor gets his fees
frout the department in respect of indigent
cases. There should not be a dozen different
scales of fees for operations or medical
services.

The Colonial Secretary: I shall look into
that matter.

Mr. WILLCOCK : The responsibility
should not be on the matron.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Agriculture generally, £,58,449:
Progress reported.

BILL-AGRCULTURAJ LANDS PUR-
CHASE ACT AMENDMENT.

.Message from the Lievt.-Governor received
and read recommending appropriation in con-
nection with the Dill.

House adjourned at 11.6 p.m.

2Legieiative Council,
Wednesday, 15th Novemnber, 1910.

Question: Closer settlement Bill . ..
Bills: Pensioners (Rata Exemption) ..

Pestling Act Amtendment, Is. ..
Agricultural Bank Act Amendment, Ill.
Licening Act Amendment, orn. ..

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.80
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-CLOSER SETTLEMENT
BILL 1921.

Hon. J1. DUFFELL asked the Minister for
Education: Will he cause to be laid on the


